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Stem Cells Offer
o f r
rng
Professor Steven Teitelbaum
and other University
researchers st rongly support
somat ic cell nu clea r transfer
research and its potential
to figh t disease.
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Examining Women's Health

The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum is presenting
Inside Out Loud: Visualizing Women's Health in Contemporary Art, the first major
museum-level exhibition dedicated to women's health. "Rather than standing as an
object of visual fascination, the female body in these artworks becomes a generating
force that spurs artistic and conceptual innovations," says guest curator Janine Mileaf,
assistant professor of art history at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania. Among the
artists examining the private, personal experience of disease is Sarah McEneaney. Her
1992 painting, Self Examination, above, documents quiet moments from everyday life.
Inside Out Loud runs from January 21 through April 24, 2005, in Steinberg Hall.
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Cover.' Steven Teitelbaum,
the Wilma and Roswell
Messing Professor of
Pathology and Immunology,
is one of many University
researchers urging Missouri
legislators to keep somatic
cell nuclear transfer research
legal. (Photo by David Kilper)
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Frontrunners
Short takes on WU's community of great minds and great ideas.
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Baskets Bring Blessings
The Blessing Basket Project gets an award-winning business plan
from undergraduate and graduate business students.
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Hard-Working Model
An innovative researcher and devoted teacher, Professor Carl
Bender is changing the way physicists look at quantum mechanics.
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Stem Cells Hold Great Promise
In the hopes of alleviating diseases such as Alzheimer'S, diabetes,
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Art & Science: An Intriguing Blend
Professor Ron Leax's cerebral artwork mixes science with the
materials of daily life.
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Untangling Genetic Roots of Disease
With equal intensity, Professor Alison Goate searches for genetic
mutations responsible for several neuropsychiatric disorders, includ
ing Alzheimer's disease, alcoholism, and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
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Professor Alison
Goate's genetic studies
are helping pinpoint
causal pathways that
will lead to molecular
targets for new drugs
and vaccinations for
neuropsychiatric dis
orders (page 14)
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Remembering the 'Forgotten Half'
Alumnus Samuel Halperin's landmark study reveals the obstacles
faced by non--college-bound youth in today's economy. His current
focus is educating legislators on possible solutions.
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looking Skyward, Writer Earns His Wings
like a journalist with a poet's eye, Christopher Cokinos, M.F.A.W. '91,
pursues stories of the obscure and natural-from extinct birds to
meteorite hunters.
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Financial Career Adds Up to PBS
Alumna Barbara Levy Landes wields a "ean-do" attitude, bringing
inspiration and positivity to her role as CFO of PBS, as a volunteer
for Girls Inc. and Women Matter, and as a mother of two young
women.
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My Washington
Ira and Judith Gall build on a family tradition of helping others,
with the School of Medicine benefiting greatly from their service.
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The Alumni Association and Class of 2004 student leaders create
an after-school reference book for young alums.
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Professor Carl Bender
makes a habit of
questioning accepted
answers, which has led
to work that's chang
ing the way physicists
look at the field of
quantum mechanics
(page 10)
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Washington Spirit: Don Strom
A series spotlighting key faculty and staff who help
make this great University run.

Award-winning
author Christopher
Cokinos, M.F.A. W
'91, blends lyricism
and prose in his
nonfiction work
(page 31).
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Medical
Professor Shares
Nobel Prize
aron Ciechanover, an
Israeli, who is visiting
A
professor of pediatrics at

Parents Enjoy
Student
Fashion Show
Taking a bow during the
student fashion show for a
Parents Weekend audience of
about 400 is Lindsay Segal

Biotech Firm
Savors Success
atest report cards for
Stereotaxis, a t1edgl.ing
L
biotech firm nurtured by
the University, have made
the University and many
o thers proud .
The firm, which designs,
manufactures, and markets
an advanced cardiology
instrument system-the
iobe® Magnetic Navigation
System- for use in hospitals'
cath labs, has had positive

(left), Art Class of 'OS, a
fashion design major, who is
joined by students modeling
her designs. Segal's designs
are inspired by a combina
tion of Parisian architecture
and the sophisticated
designs of Cristobal
Balenciaga in the 1950s.

quarterly earnings reports
since its initial public offer
ing in August 2004.
The first biotech startup
in St. Louis to go public,
Stereotaxis, founded in 1990,
offers a system to enhance
the treatment of coronary
artery disease and arrhyth
mias . It is designed to allow
physicians to more effectively
navigate catheters, guidewires,
and stent-delivery devices
through the blood vessels
and chambers of the heart
to treatment sites. This is
achieved by using computer
controlled, externally applied
magnetic fields that precisely
and directly govern the
motion of the working tip
of the catheter, guidewire,
or stent-delivery device.
Compared to conventional
treatments, the system is
more precise than manually
controlled methods and
reduces radiation exposure
for the physician. A long
term goal for the system is
increasing productivity by
facilitating faster performance
of procedures.

Washington University and
the Research Distinguished
Professor of Biochemistry in
the Faculty of Medicine of
the Technion-Israel Institute
of Technology in Haifa,
Israel, has, along with two
colleagues, received the 2004
Nobel Prize in chemistry.
Ciechanover, 57, who
has spent a portion of
each year at Washington
University since 1986 and
is the 22nd Nobel laureate
associated with the
University, shares the prize
with Avram Hershko, 67,
also an Israeli and professor
at the Technion, and
Irwin Rose, 78, an American,
who is professor emeritus
at the University of
California in Irvine.
In awarding the prize,
the Royal Swedish Academy
of Science cited the three
for their groundbreaking
discovery of a process that
cells use to eliminate faulty
and unneeded proteins, a
finding that could help
scientists find new medicines
to fight diseases such as
cancer. (One such drug,
Velcade, is on the U.S . mar
ket, Ciechanover says, and

"there are many more in
the pipeline.")
The process used by cells,
according to the Associated
Press, "gives doomed proteins
a chemical label and then
chops them up." That process
in turn governs such key tasks
as cell division, DNA repair,
gene transcription, some
immune defense functions,
and quality control of newly
produced proteins as well as
post-transiationally damaged
"old" proteins. Defects in
the process
may cause
diseases like
cervical
cancer and
are linked to
many inher
ited diseases.
All three
will share the
$1.3 million
Aaron Ciechanover cash prize
for their
aforementioned work, done in
the late 19705 and early 1980s.
Ciechanover earned a
medical degree from Hadassah
Medical School of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and
was a graduate student in bio
chemistry with Hersko at the
Technion. After four years at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) in
Cambridge, he returned to the
Technion as a faculty member.
Ciechanover's association
with Washington University
began with a sabbatical in the
summer of 1986.

Architect for
Trade Center Site
Presents Plan
Daniel Libeskind (far right)
became one of the world's
best-known architects when
the Lower Manhattan Develop
ment Corporation chose his plan
for rebuilding "ground zero."
He had won the largest and
most important architectural
commission of the 21st century:
master plan architect for the
World Trade Center site. But the
challenges to create his signature
Freedom Tower and other
visions for ground zero (above)
were just beginning.
Those battles and other
aspects of his life and career are

Scientists Unlock
Secrets of
Natural Nuclear
Reactors
oday, nuclear reactors are
associated with nuclear
T
power plants like Three Mile
Island. But some 2 billion
years ago, natural nuclear
reactors formed in uranium
rich rocks in the Oklo region
of Gabon, West Africa, the
only known natural nuclear
chain-reaction site in the
world. And, for 150,000
years, the reactors produced
pulses of power every three
hours-they would be active
for 30 minutes, then go into
a 2.s-hour cool-down.
Studying the site have
been Alexander Meshik,
senior research scientist in
the Department of Physics
in Arts & Sciences, and col
leagues, who have precisely
determined the details of
how these reactors created
the equivalent of a 100-kilo
watt nuclear plant. These
details provide evidence that
it was the presence of water
that not only provided self
regulation of the reactor, but
also allowed it to avoid an

covered in his recent memoir
Breaking Ground: Adventures in
Life and Architecture (Riverhead
Books, 2004), written with Sarah
Crichton. Libeskind discussed his
plans and presented a reading

explosive, self-destructive,
runaway chain reaction.
Analyzing a fragment of
Gabon-site rock that's less
than one-eighth of an inch,
Meshik has calculated that
the precise isotopic structure
of xenon, a gas, in the
sample reveals that the
reactors operated on a
cyclical basis. The findings
also suggest that the cycle
was related to the presence
of water in the rocks and its
ability to be a neutron
moderator, according to
Meshik and his collabora
tors-Charles M. Hohenberg,
professor of physics, and
Olga Pravdivtseva, senior
research scientist in physics.
Evidently, as the temperature
of the reactor went up, water
was converted to steam,
reducing the neutron
thermalisation and shutting
down the chain reaction.
The chain reaction resta.rted
only when the reactor cooled
down and the water, which
had boiled away, was replen
ished by groundwater flow
ing in the uranium veins.
The scien tists arrived at
their findings, published in

from the book to a
ca pacity crowd at
~ Graham Chapel on
o
December 6, 2004.
Born in Poland to
Holocaust survivors,
Libeskind immigrated
with his family to Israel
in 1957 and settled in
New York City in 1959.
A virtuoso musician
before he studied archi
tecture, he has designed
buildings worldwide,
including the Jewish
Museum Berlin and the
Imperial War Museum North in
Manchester, England. In 1990, he
founded Studio Daniel Libeskind,
for which he is principal
design architect, and now he's
building museums in Denver,

spectrort1etry to analyze the
xenon in the rock sample.
From their analysis, they
inferred not only how the
reactors worked but also how
they safely stored nuclear
wastes. (The system's waste
absorber was alumophosphate,
a uranium-free mineral assem
bly of lanthanum, cerium,
strontium, and calcium.)
Meshik explains that the
findings, such as the impor
tance of alumophosphate
and the fact that water reached
the boiling point at the reac
tor site, may give researchers
ideas on how to operate con
temporary nuclear reactors
more safely and
efficien tly.
"This is very
impressive, to

Physical Review Letters,

by using a selective laser
combined with sensitive,
ion-counting mass

f

i

San Francisco, and Toronto,
as well as commercial and
cultural projects in England.
Germany. Ireland, Italy. and
Switzerland.
Libeskind's presentation
included a book-signing
offered by Left Bank Books.
which sponsored the event
along with the Contemporary
Art Museum St. Louis
and the University's
Sam Fox Arts Center
and School of
Architecture.

think that this natural
fissionable material not
only had enough mass to
sustain a reaction but it also
safely stored the waste,"
Meshik says. "Nature is
much smarter than we are.
Nature is the first genius."
Alexander Meshik (center), senior
research scientist, holds the rock
fragment that he and colleagues
Olga Pravdivtseva, senior research
scientist, and Charles Hohenberg,
professor of physics-all in Arts &
Sciences-studied

RUNNERS

Siteman Center
Earns Highest
NCI Status
he Siteman Cancer Center
T has earned the National
Cancer Institute's highest
designation-that of Compre
hensive Cancer Center. This
distinction recognizes the
broad-based research, out
reach, and educational activi
ties that Siteman offers-and
adds $21 million to the
research funding it receives.
"This honor and hmding,
adding to the $130 million in
cancer research grants already
held hy researchers and clini
cians affiliated with Siteman,
will lead to improved strate
gies for cancer prevention,
detection, and treatment,"
says Timothy J. Eberlein,
director of the Sitcman Cancer
Center and also the Spencer T.
and Ann W. Olin Distin
guished Professor, and the
Bixby Professor of Surgery and
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Timothy J Eberlein, director of the
Siteman Cancer Center, announces
that the Center has earned the
highest designation by the National
Cancer Institute.

head of the Department of
Surgery, "and that will help
reduce the burden of cancer
locally and nationally."
The Center is the only
NCI-dcsignated Comprehensive
Cancer Center within a 240
mile radjus. In the past year
alone, more than 300 WUSTL
physicians affiliated with
Siteman cared for nearly 6,000
new and 30,000 follow-up
cancer patients, and they
conducted more than 350
clinical trials.
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Worldwide Tool
Against Poverty

Bears Teams Post
Winning Records

The concept of IDAs
(Individual Development
Accounts) is one of those
good ideas worth spreading
around the world. That's
why the University's
Michael Sherraden, who
conceived IDAs as a tool
to enable low-income and
low-wealth persons to save,
build assets, and enter the
financial mainstream, is
happy that the idea is
spreading nationally and
internationally.
IDAs encourage savings
efforts among the poor by
offering matching contribu
tions, at the rate of 1:1,2:1,
or greater, from federal and
state governments and/or
private-sector organizations
and individuals. IDA pro
grams, implemented hy
community-based organiza
tions in partnership with a
financial institution that
holds the deposits, reward
the monthly savings of
working-poor families try
ing to buy their first home,
pay for post-secondary
'e ducation, or start a small
business. These matched
savings accounts are similar
to 401(k) plans hut can serve
a broad range of purposes.
Sherraden, the Benjamin
E. Youngdahl Professor of
Social Development and
founding director of the
Center for Social Develop
ment (CSD) in the George
Warren Brown School of
Social Work, has seen his
idea spread to the point
that more than 35 states in
the nation now have some
type of IDA policy, and the
idea has influenced policy
development in Australia,
Canada, Taiwan, and the
United Kingdom.
Most recently, there
are two pilot programs in
Uganda, through which
guardians of orphans can
have their savings for the
children's education
matched 2:1 by sponsors in
the United States. It's a way
to help thousands of upper

Bears teams have developed a
taste for winning-in winter
sports as well as fall sports.
At press time, the women's
basketball team, ranked 7th
nationally, had a record of 20-4,
10-3 UAA, and achieved the
program's SOOth victory. The
men's basketball team, with a
record of 15-9, 7~ UAA. earned
the program's 1,OOOth win.
In swimming and diving, the
women's team (2-2) took first
place in a field of seven teams
in the Washington University
Invitational, record
ing eight NCAA pro
visional-qualifying
times. Meredith
Nordbrock, Arts &
Sciences Class
of '08, broke
yet another
school record,
this time in
r the 400-yard
& individual
medley. The

Maggie Grabow, Arts
& Sciences Class of '05,
was a pacesetter at the
women's cross-country NCM
Division 11/ Championships.

primary school children
orphaned by the scourge of
HIV/AIDS have money for
their secondary education
and entrepreneurship. (Most
of them are in the hands of
elderly guardians, mainly
widows who have no income
to sustain them.)
Fred Ssewamala, M.S.W.
'99, Ph.D. '03, one of
Sherraden's doctoral students,
who now is assistant pro
fessor in the School of Social
Work at Columbia University
in New York City, is spear
heading the project in
Kalisizo, Uganda. He, as a

People Around Campus

(3-2) placed third
out of eight teams
competing.
Teams in fall
sports had out
standing seasons.
The volleyball
Bears (32-7) took
second place in
the NCAA Divi
sion III National
Championships,
held in Rochester,
Kelly Manning, Architecture Class of '05, is a
Minnesota. They
leading scorer for the women's basketball
fell just short of
team, whose record is 20-4.
winning the
national title,
All-Academic Team, set
which they won in 2003 and
seven other years. Kara Liefer,
several school records. The
Arts & Sciences Class of '06, and
men's soccer team had a
Whitney Smith, Arts & Sciences
12-5-2 record. Colin Robinson,
Class of '07, were named to the
Arts & Sciences Class of '05,
NCAA All-Tournament Team.
starting goalkeeper, had a
record-setting year and
The women's cross-country
earned first-team Academic
team made history by placing
third at the NCAA Division III
All-District VII honors for the
Championships, in Colfax,
second consecutive year.
The football team (6-4)
Wisconsin.
The women's soccer team,
extended its school-record
ranked 12th in the nation, fin
streak of winning seasons
to 12 and won its fourth con
ished the season with a 17-3-1
record and advanced to the
secutive University Athletic
Association (UAA) Champion
NCAA Sectional Finals for the
ship. Team captain John
third time in school history.
Goalkeeper Charlotte Felber,
Woock, Engineering Class of
'05, who led the defense with
Arts & Sciences Class of '05,
who earned UAA Player of the
85 tackles and five intercep
Year honors in 2004 and is a
tions, won many academic
three-time member of the UAA
and athletic honors.

Ugandan who lost both
parents and immediate rela
tives in the 1979 liberation
war and grew up in poverty,
understands the needs in
Uganda. He was taken care
of by relatives, guardians, and
organizations that paid his
fees for higher education
until he received a scholarship
to the United States.
The other pilot program
in Uganda, called Assets
Africa, is a CSD initiative
led by African graduate
students in the University's
School of Social Work. For this
five-year project, hosted by

International Care Relief
Uganda, Sherraden is prin
cipal investigator and doc
toral student Gina Chowa,
M.S.W. '02, is research pro
ject manager. The project
uses an asset-building model
that is modified to be
socially, culturally, and
economically relevant to
the African context.
The Center for Social
Development is seeking
additional funding to
expand this work in Africa.
For more information, go
online to gv.'bweb.\.."ustl.edu/
csd/asset/idas.htm.

hree faculty members
T
have been named to
endowed professorships:
Nada Abumrad, professor
of mediCine, as the first
Dr. Robert C. Atkins Professor
of Medicine and Obesity
Research; Daniel P_ Kelly,
H.S. '88, professor of medi
cine, of molecular biology
and pharmacology, and of
pediatrics, as well as director
of the Center for Ca rdiovas
cular Research and co-direc
tor of the Cardiovascular
Division-all for the School
of Medicine-and a cardiol
ogist at Barnes-JeWish
Hospital, as the Alumni
Endowed Professor of
Cardiovascular Diseases; and
Yoram Rudy, professor of
biomedical engineering in
the School of Engineering &
Applied SCience, as the first
Fred Saigh Distinguished
Professor of Engineering.
Floyd E. Bloom,
M.D. '60, University trustee
and former editor of Sciellce
Magazine, has been awarded
the Walsh McDermott
Medal, given annually to
a member of the In sti tute
of Medicine (10M) who
has provided distinguished
service to the National
Academies, comprising
10M, National Academy
of Engineering, National
Academy of SCiences, and
National Research Council.
The Center for
Mental Health Services
Research in the George
Warren Brown School of
Social Work has received
funding from the National
Institute of Mental Health
to become the nation's
first Advanced Center for
Interventions and Services
Research at a school of
social work.
Joel D. Cooper, the
Evarts A. Graham Professor
and chief of the Division of
Cardiothoracic Surgery, has
been awarded an honorary
fellowship at the Royal
College of Surgeons, inter
nationally recognized as
one of the world's leading
authorities in surgery.
David W. Detjen, A.B.
'70, J.D. 73, a partner in the
New York office of Alston &
Bird, LLP, and co-chair of the
SPR IN G 2005

law firm's New York interna
tional group, has been named
a member of the University's
Board of Trustees.
Timothy J. Eberlein,
the Spencer l~ and Ann W.
Olin Distinguished Professor;
the Bixby Professor of Surgery;
chair, Department of Sur
gery; and director, Siteman
Cancer Center, is editor-in
chief of the Journal of ti,e
American College of Surgeons.
Professors in the School
of Medicine who were
named as new fellows of the
American Association for
the Advancement of Science
(AAAS), the world's largest
general scientific society, are
Elliot L. Elson, Alumni
Endowed Professor of
Biochemistry and Molecular
Biophysics; Timothy M.
Lohman, the Marvin A.
Brennecke Professor of
Biological Chemistry and
professor of biochemistry
and molecular biophysics;
Jane E. Phillips-Conroy,
professor of anatomy and
neurobiology and also
professor of anthropology
in Arts & Sciences; and
Herbert W. Virgin,
professor of pathology and
immunology and of molec
ular microbiology. Elected
from Arts & Sciences were
Gayle JI Fritz, professor
of anthropology, and Eric
J. Richards, associate
professor of biology.
Michael J. Mueller,
B.S.P.T. 79, M.H.S. '84,
Ph.D. '92, associate director
of the Program in Physical
Therapy, was elected to the
Catharine Worthington
Fellows by the American
Physical Therapy Association.
Michael J. Welch, pro
fessor of radiology, of molec
ular biology and pharma
cology, and of chemistry, and
head of the Radiochemistry
Institute at the Mallinckrodt
Institute of Radiology, has
been named an honorary
fellow of the American
College of Radiology.
Risa Zwerling
Wrighton, M.B.A. '89,
wife of Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton, was inducted
into the YWCA's Academy
of Leaders at the group's
annual Leadership Lunch.
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PhYSicist Is
Co-Recipient of
Prestigious Prize

directed by Norberg and the
late George E. Pake-former
University provost, trustee,
physics professor, and depart
ment chair. Lowe, now
professor of physics at the
n the mid-1950s, when
University of Pittsburgh, also
physiCS Professor Richard
is a noted authority in the
E. Norberg and Irving J. Lowe,
field of magnetiC resonance.
ISMAR, which represents
Ph.D. '56, then a doctoraJ
one of the most active sub
student, were doing early
work on nuclear magnetic
fields of physics, chemistry,
resonance (NMR), they likely
and medical imaging, cited
didn't know that their find
Norberg and Lowe
ings would change the field
for their discov- ~~. .IIi......
eryand
in basic ways and help lead
the way to NMR's becoming
demonstra
a practical analysis tool.
tion of the
Fourier
Nor did they know that
they would be co-recipients
transform
of the 2004 ISMAR Prize,
method for
the highest honor of the
obtaining
International Society of
NMR spec
MagnetiC Resonance.
tra in solids
"Dick Norberg has been a
and for their
contributions
pioneer in the development
and application of nuclear
to the inven
tion and
magnetic resonance as an
Richard E. Norberg
incisive tool for the study of
demonstra
condensed-matter systems," says tion of magic-angle spinning.
John W. Clark, the Wayman
As winners of the ISMAR
Crow Professor of Physics and prize, given every three
chair of the physics depart
years, the two join a distin
ment in Arts & Sciences. In
guished group of previous
addition, Norberg, who joined ISMAR Prize reCipients,
the University physics faculty including 1992 co-winners
in 1955 and was department
Paul C. Lauterbur and Peter
chair from 1962-91, has
Mansfield, who received
the 2003 Nobel Prize in
'advised close to 50 doctoral
students during his career.
physiology or medicine for
One of those students
their discoveries concerning
was Lowe, whose studies were magnetic resonance imaging.

I

Showing Modem
Architecture in
St. Louis
he first in-deptb survey
of modern architecture
as it evolved in St. Louis was
recently published in the
form of a book titled Modern
Architectllre in St. Louis:
Washington University &
Postwar American Architecture,
1948-1973. Eric Mumford,
associate professor and
director of the Urban Design
Program in the School of
Architecture, edited the book,
which, among other topiCS,

T

covers the history of Eero
Saarinen's Gateway Arch;
modernist sacred architecture
in the city and surrounding
suburbs; and the prominent
role played by the School
of Architecture, its faculty,
and alumni.
The book, which includes
more than 100 archival pho
tographs and drawings, was
designed by Ken Botnick,
associate professor of art, and
Ben Kiel, B.F.A. '01, of the
emdash company in St. Louis.
The School of Architecture
published the book, which
retails for $40 and is avail
able at the Campus Store.
Distributor of the book is
University of Chicago Press.
For information,
visit: w''''w.
arch.wustl.edu.
A drawing of
Lambert St. Louis
Airport, now
Lambert St. LoUIS
International
Airport, by its archi
tects-Hellmuth,
Yamasaki, &
Leinweber.
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New Process
Neutralizes
Water Pollutant

MTBE
Most people aren't thinking
about methyl tertiary butyl
ether (MTBE) when pumping
gasoline into their vehicle. But,
when underground gasoline
storage tanks leak, as they fre
quently do, this gas additive
a toxin implicated as a cancer
causing agent~uickly contam
inates groundwater sources.
MTBE has been detected at

low levels in municipal water
sources around the nation and,
in several cases, has made its
way into tap water. (The chemi
cal's presence produces an offen
sive taste and a slight odor.)
That's why it's a good thing
that scientists such as Pratim
Biswas, the Stifel and Quinette
Jens Professor of Environmental
Engineering Science and direc
tor of the Environmental
Engineering Science Program
at the University, not only think
about such problems, but also
find ways to remedy them.
(Ironically, MTBE, which has
been used in American fuels

. . '......... . ....... ... ........... . .................... . . . ......... . ......... . .......... . . . ........ . .............. ·.··.· .•• n·.· .. · . . •. · .. ·.·· .... · .. ·.·· .... ·.··.·.··.· ....... . . .. ................................................... ................................ ....... . .. .

Arrows point to
virus particles in a
portion of cytoplasm
from virus-infected
cells, seen via elec
tron microscopy

Researchers
Are First to
Grow Norovirus
in Lab
ost people stay as far
away as possible from
norovirus, the umbrella
te[m for about 200 strains
of stomach flu or viral gas
troenteritis, whose hallmark
symptoms are sudden and
explosive vomiting and
diarrhea. (The Norwalk
virus strain caused a series
of repeated outbreaks on
cruise ships, in military
personnel in Afghanistan,
and caused an outbreak at
Yellowstone National Park
in summer 2004.)
Fortunately, however,
there are scientists willing
to study them up close, in
hopes of aiding develop
ment of a vaccine against
one or more strains. That's
why scientists have been
trying for years to grow a
norovirus in the lab .
University scientists led
by Herbert W. "Skip" Virgin,
H.S. '91, professor of pathol
ogy and immunology and

M

of molecular microbiology,
recently became first to
accomplish the feat, showing
that the mouse norovirus
~vINV-1 could be grown inside
cells from mice with defective
immune systems.
Find.ings of the team,
including Stephanie Karst and
Christiane Wobus, both post
doctoral research scholars in
pathology and immunology,
appeared in the December
2004 issue of the online jour
nal PLoS Biology, published by
the Public Library of Science.
"By looking at the mouse
virus we'd grown in the lab,
we were able to identify a
part of the capsid, the virus'
protein sheLl, that is essential
to its ability to cause disease,"

To neutralize MTBE in
water, Pratim Biswas (left),
the Stifel and Quinette
Jens Professor of Environ
mental Engineering
Science, developed this
unit, which postdoctoral
fellow M.H. Lee uses to
perform experiments.

since 1979, has been used as an
alternative to octane-enhancing
lead additives because it helps
fuel to be completely combusted,
decreasing the environmentally
harmful byproducts of incom
plete burning.)
Biswas has discovered a
process that can help clean up
water contaminated by MTBE. It
involves use of a nanostructured
form of a compound called

titanium dioxide. on whose
surface MTBE is oxidized,
thereby yielding the harmless
gas carbon dioxide. Biswas has
designed nanostructured con
figurations of this catalyst to
optimally degrade the pollutant.
He has also designed a com
pact unit for MTBE removal,
and companies now are collab
orating with him to increase
its capacity.

Virgin says. "If
this part of the
capsid has an
equivalent in
human noro
viruses, altering
or disabling it may give us a
way to produce forms of the
viruses that are weak enough
to serve as vaccines."
Noroviruses are involved
in about half of all food
poisonjng cases and annually
cause about 23 million cases
of acute gastroenteritis in
the United States. (The
symptoms tend to last 24
to 48 hours.) Of these cases,
about 50,000 persons are
hospitalized, and an esti
mated 400 die, epidemiolo
gists believe. The death rate
is much higher in develop
ing nations.
The viruses are spread
through consummg contam
inated food or water, touch
ing contaminated surfaces,
or having direct contact
with infected persons. The
Norwalk virus, first identi
fied after a 1968 outbreak
of gastroenteritis at a school
in Norwalk, Ohio, likes to
enter the body by inhalation
rather than by the fecal or
oral route. The virus, though
once called the winter vom
iting virus, occurs year-round.
All norovirus infections
spread rapidly and are diffi
cult to prevent from spread
ing. They are so virulent
that as few as 10 to 100
microscopic particles are
needed to cause an infec
tion. Public-health experts
say that chlorine-based
products, such as bleach, are
the most effective sanitizers
against noroviruses. Common
household chemical sanitiz
ers are not effective at killing
vi ral particles, nor are ammo
nium-based compounds.
Scientists hope that fur
ther study may help prevent
and control human disease
caused by noroviruses.

Resolving
Disputes Without
Going to Court
In many disputes, be they
domestic or professional, in the
corporate world or between
neighbors, someone blurts,
MI'II see you in court. MBut
resolving conflicts via alterna
tive processes such as negotia
tion, mediation, and arbitration
has advantages. Compared to
litigation, these alternatives are
more flexible, more transforma
tive, less costly, less emotionally
damaging, and less taxing on
overburdened U.S. courts.
Responding to practicing
lawyers' and law students'
interest in the rapidly develop
ing field of Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR), the School

of Law created an ADR Program
and. in January 2004, named
Karen Tokarz. professor of
law and director of clinical
education, as director of the
new program,
In Tokarz's Civil Rights &
Community Justice Oinic. law
students receive mediation
training and participate in
actual mediations.
The ADR curriculum also
includes ADR Theory & Practice
and, new in spring 2005,
Negotiation Theory & Practice,
taught by Judi Mclean Parks,
the Reuben C. and Anne
Carpenter Taylor Professor
of Organizational Behavior In
the Olin School of Business.
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Baskets Bring Blessings
The Blessing Basket Project gets an award-winning business
plan from undergraduate and graduate business students.
School and soon thereafter introduced her to Kenneth A.
n developing countries, some men and many women
Harrington, senior lecturer in entrepreneurship and director
are weaving baskets as a way to end the cycle of poverty,
of the University's Skandalaris Center for Entrepreneurial
thanks to Theresa Wilson and her nonprofit startup
Studies, which sponsors the Olin Cup Competition for start
The Blessing Basket Project™.
up companies each fall.
A little more than a year ago, Theresa and her husband,
The rest, as they say, is history. The business plan for
Bryan, who were married in 2003, began the fast-growing
The Blessing Basket Project, developed with a team of five
social entrepreneurship venture, based in Granite City,
business students organized by Gadberry, was second-place
Illinois. Its premise evolved simply, beginning in 1999,
winner in December 2004. As such, the project received
when Theresa, then a divorced mother of two, faced a
$20,000 in seed money. (Recently, the nonprofit also received
personal crisis. Among gifts that friends sent her were
$200,000 from Robert./. Skandalaris, chairman of Noble,
many notes and letters of support, which she put into a
International, and the namesake of the Skandalaris Center.)
trunk-shaped, wicker basket. "They were blessings," she
"Our team worked countless hours on the business plan,"
says, "and they were such an inspiration to me to hang
says Gadberry's classmate and teammate Anna
on and keep going."
Helmering, who, by day, is manager of an
Hearing Theresa's story, many encouraged
information technology call center for the
her to create blessing baskets for others.
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.
She decided to do that, but in a way that
"Knmving that people's lives and
also would bless the basket weavers.
livelihoods are depending on what
Via the Internet, she sought weavers in
you're doing is very motivating."
high-poverty areas in the United States,
Agreeing, Bryan Wilson says,
but she had much better response from
"Everyone has a passion for this project.
people in other nations.
That's what keeps us going." Theresa
Within a week after posting an
now works full-time as executive
online note via Mountain Forum,
director of the project, which also
she received responses from persons
employs a sales manager.
in 12 countries, and, by the following
From August 1 through
week, the number was 25. Theresa
December 31, 2004, the project sold
and Bryan, an operating engineer
1,700 baskets for a total of $53,000.
apprentice, began choosing good,
The baskets, created by about 1,000
reliable weavers in Bangladesh,
weavers using indigenous materials
Cameroon, Ghana, India, Indonesia,
-such as banana fibre, raffia, cane,
Papua New Guinea, and Uganda .
reeds, elephant grass, and goat
They put in $8,000 of their own
leather (for handles)-range in
money to begin the project, which
price from $25 to $45 . Revenues
pays the weavers per-basket at a
above expenses are reinvested into
"prosperity" wage (multiples higher
Flanking Bryan and Theresa Wilson (center), who
additional product and economic/
than the local average). The project
operate The Blessing Basket Project™, are, from left,
community development projects.
then imports the baskets, which
business student team members Michael Wright,
The project's future looks bright.
are high-quality, diverse, and
Business Class of '05, and Anna Helmering, Brett
It has many delighted customers,
attractive, to America and sells
Shorts, and Shelby Gadberry-all M.B.A. Class of '05.
] 5 countries on the waiting list to
them via the company's Web site
Not shown is Jane Alexis Frisch, Business Class of '05.
provide weavers, donors in the
(www.blessingbasket.org), direct
wings, the prospect of an appearance
sales, and fast-growing retail
on The Oprah Winfrey Show, ongOing talks with several retail
relationships. (For example, the baskets are marketed at
outlets, plans for additional indigenous products; and a goal
the Whole Foods Market location in Brentwood Square
to sell 30,000 baskets in 2005.
in the St. Louis area.)
"The business plan the students helped us create is invalu
In August 2004 at a women 's networking event, Theresa
able," Theresa Wilson says, "because its clear milestones are
met Shelby Gadberry, who, by day, is marketing director
helping and will continue to help us avoid expanding too
for Midwest BankCentre, a St. Louis-area bank and, by
quickly. We don't want to be a 'Hash in the pan'; we want to
night, is an M.B.A. student in the Class of 'OS. Gadberry
-Naney Belt
create sustainable jobs for our weavers." @
told Wilson about entrepreneurship programs at the Olin

I

For more information, go online to www.blessingbasket.org.
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Seeking secure fixed income?
You may wish to consider:
-Ways to gain fixed income from your securities.
-Ways to stabilize your income.
- An enduring gift to Washington University.

Consider a Washington University
Charitable Gift Annuity.
If you are age 72 and create a $10,000 gift annuity with appreciated secu
rities, which have doubled in value, you will receive the following benefits:

Rate of return
Fixed annual income for life
Taxed as ordinary income
Tax-free portion
Taxed at capital gain rates

6.7%
$670
$256
$207
$207

(The entire amount becomes taxable income after the first 14.5 years.)

Immediate federal income tax deduction

$4,001

(Your charitable deduction will vary.)

You may also fund a gift annuity with cash.
Sample Rates of Return
Single life
age
rate
5.7%
60
65
6.0'Yo

Double life
age
60 &60

rate
5.4%

65 &65

5.6%

70

70&70

5.9%

6.5%

75

7.1%

75 &75

6.3%

80

8.0%

6.9%

90

11.3%

80&80
85 &85

7.9%

For further information or to request a personalized example if you are
60 or older, please call 1-314-935-5848 or 1-800-835-3503, complete the
attached reply card, or e-mail us at plannedgiving@wustl.edu.
Visit us at our Web site at http://plannedgiving.wustl.edu
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An innovative researcher and
devoted teacher, Professor Carl
Bender is changing the way physi
cists look at quantum mechanics.
By JANNI L

SlMl\'ER

S

ome years ago, Carl Bender's father was putting Bender's son, Michael,
to bed by recounting the story of a well-known physics problem: that
of the brachistochrone, a quickest path that a bead on a wire can
take to get from one point to another. The curved shape of the
brachistochrone was well-known; it had been worked out :~OO years before.
But as Bender listened, he suddenly realized that his father, a high-school
physics teacher, was wrong.
"My father said, 'vVhat do you mean, I'm wrong?'," recalls Bender, who
is professor of physics at Washington University. "He said, 'This is a classical
physics problem; it's solved.' But I said, 'That's no longer the right answer,
and I'm going to find the right answer."' Working with an undergraduate
eager for a challenge, Bender updated the brachistochrone to take into
account Einstein's theory of relativity.
Bender makes a habit of questioning accepted answers, and, more recently,
that habit has led to work that's changing the way physicists look at the field
of quantum mechanics.
Quantum mechanics-the study of the behavior of very small particleS-is
much newer than the brachistochrone problem, but still, its basic principles
were worked out early in the 20th century. "Most of those principles are very
physical," Bender explains. "But one postulate is different from all the others
because it's a mathematical axiom . It's not something you can measure." That
axiom states that certain aspects of quantum mechanics must be "Hermitian,"
meaning, among other things, that they must remain in the realm of real
numbers-that is, numbers that can, whether positive or negative, rational or
irrational, be found on a number line.
"But insisting quantum mechanics must be Hermitian," Bender says, "is
like saying all numbers must be even . You can't give an experimental reason
for it. You can tell me that aesthetically even numbers are nicer than odd
ones, but you can't say, 'Odd numbers are rejected by this experiment."' In
1998, Bender proposed an alternative, non-Hermitian theory, one that allows
for complex numbers-that is, numbers that exist outside the number line,
in what might more accurately be termed a number plane.
To those familiar with quantum mechanics, saying Hermiticity isn't
required is a little like saying the sky doesn't need to be blue. "When I
give talks on this, I hear comments from people in the audience that it has

~
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"Carl [Bender, at left] is unquestionably one of Washington University's best teachers and
mentors. He has an uncanny ability to frame difficult ideas in language that is perfectly tuned to
what the student already knows, " says Professor John Clark, chair of the Department of Physics.
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At right (also shown in background on
pages 10--13) is Professor Carl Bender's
model, showing the real energy levels of
a complex non-Hermitian quantum theory
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to be wrong," Bender says. "But then they think of an
example, and they try it out-and to their amazement,
it seems to work."
Saying a theory seems to work is different from saying
that it's been proven; right now, non-Hermitian quantum
mechanics isn't a statement of how the universe does work,
but rather it is a model of how it might work. Yet in the
sciences, such working models are far from trivial. "Carl
has opened up a whole new area of physics," explains
Washington University colleague Claude Bernard, professor
of physics. "We don't know yet whether this type of theory
describes the real world, but if it does, it represents a funda
mental revolution in basic physics. And even if it doesn't,
it forces us to re-evaluate what we thought we knew about
how nature must operate."
Around the world, researchers are taking part in that
re-evaluation, investigating and challenging and applying
Bender's work. Along the way, they're findlng possible
explanations for some unanswered questiOns: questiOns
such as why the universe seems to be expanding at an
accelerating rate, for example, or why so much more matter
has been observed than antimatter. In 2003, an entire inter
national conference focused on non-Hermitian quantum
mechanics; in 2004, there were two such conferences; and
in 2005, three more conferences in Italy, Turkey, and South
Africa are planned. New papers appear almost daily.
"This has inspired a tremendous amount of rigorous
study," Bender says. "I can't tell you how exciting that is."
Bender and his graduate students have published more
than 30 papers of their own since 1998, three of them in
Physical Review Letters, the field's most distinguished journal.
Bender recently received a Guggenheim Award for his work,
as well as a grant from the United Kingdom's Engineering
and PhYSical Sciences Research Council, both of which
helped fund a year of research at London's Imperial College.
Pursuing groundbreaking work isn't new for Bender.
"I could point to a long string of similarly exciting innova
tions and breakthroughs, all the way back to Carl's Ph.D.
work," says John Clark, chair of the Department of Physics
and Wayman Crow Professor of Physics.
Bender admits he finds his current work particularly
compelling, though. "I'm having more fun now than I've
ever had in my life," he says.
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ender believes physics should be fun, and he is
committed to fostering that enthusiasm in his
students. He works with three graduate students,
whom he views as colleagues. They meet daily, investigat
ing ideas and testing conclusions. "I really like collaborat
ing," Bender says. "Discovering things together, that's a
very intense relationship."
He collaborates with gifted undergraduates, too, and
proudly displays the resulting publications on his Web site
(including a paper, "Relativistic Brachistochrone," published
in the Journal o(Mathematical Physics in 1986). He says the
potential for undergraduate collaboration is one of the
things that makes Washington University a great school.
"Undergraduates here have the chance, if they're interested
and bright, of doing meaningful research-not just bottle
washing, but actual research and thinking."
Bender's classes are consistently popular; students
recall fondly both his enthusiastic teaching and his awful
physics puns. "Carl is unquestionably one of Washington
University's best teachers and mentors," Clark says. "He
has an uncanny ability to frame difficult ideas in language
that is perfectly tuned to what the student already knows."
Bender works with students in other ways, as well: by
helping to interview applicants for the College of Arts &
Sciences' prestigious Compton Fellowship; by asking
students to help review his current textbook-in-progress,
Partial Differential Equations for Scientists and Engineers
(he's also the author of Advanced Mathematical Methods for
Scientists and Engineers); and by being one of the coaches
for the undergraduate Putnam Mathematical Competition,
in which the University often ranks in the top lO.
"The Putnam problems are very tricky, but there's always
an insightful solution," Bender says. "I try to teach students
to think in new ways while coming up with the answers."
He adds that solving clever problems with known answers
is only the first step to becoming a SCientist, and he
encourages those students who can to take the next step
as well. "With research, you don't know that there's an
answer," he explains. "You have to be willing to invesl a
lot of energy into something that might not work. You
have to be an optimist. You also have to have a nose for
choosing problems that you can solve. A good research
problem is the most precious thing there is."

B
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Washington U. alumnus .lade Vinson was both a student
and collaborator of Bender's. "Professor Bender presented
problems as if approaching them for the first time,"
remembers Vinson, A.B./M.A. '97, who also holds a Ph.D.
from Princeton and is now a computational biologist at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. "He explained what
a sensible person should try first and why, showing the
same excitement you'd expect the first time the problem
was solved." In 1997, the paper Vinson co-authored with
Bender won the Morgan Prize for the best undergraduate
research in the country.
"Carl treats students as equals," Bernard says. "He takes
their contributions very seriously. His enthusiasm and
caring approach encourages them, and his quick mind
tweaks good first steps into brilliant final products."
Back when he was a student himself, Bender initially
avoided studying physics because he didn't want to
compete with his father. "As far as I could tell, my father
knew everything about physics," Bender says. But Bender
was eventually drawn to the field by the promise of
tackling difficult problems there. "I was very idealistic.
I wanted to do something that was hard."
He received encouragement from an undergraduate
teacher at Cornell University and went on to do graduate
work at Harvard University. He spent time at the Institute
for Advanced Study at Princeton, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Imperial College in London, the
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, and the
Los Alamos National Laboratory before joining Washington
University in 1977.
In addition to his work with students, Bender has served
on numerous University committees and journal editorial
boards over the years. He is now the editor-in-chief of the
Journal ofPhysics A. "1 can always count on Carl as an
advocate of the highest quality and integrity," Clark says,
"both in the way our department operates as a whole and
in our individual approaches to teaching and research."
Right now, Bender continues to enjoy exploring the
new area of quantum mechanics he's developed, and to
watch others doing the same. "It's not dull," he says.
"It's not more of the same. We're actua~ trying to think
of new principles, and that's exciting."~
Janni L Simner, A.B. '89, is a free-lance writer based in Tucson, Arizona.

Professor Bender (standing) works closely with
both undergraduate and graduate students,
whom he views as colleagues. At right, he
collaborates with doctoral students Qinghai
Wang (left) and Sebastian Brandt. Bender also
coaches undergraduates for the Putnam
Mathematical Competition, in which
the University often
ranks in the top 10.
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Untangling Genetic
Roots of Disease
With equal intensity,
Professor Alison Goate
searches for genetic
mutations responsible
for several neuro
psychiatric disorders,
including Alzheimer's
disease, alcoholism,
and amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis.
BY J UDY
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o call internationally known molecular geneticist
Alison Goate exceptional is not to simply state the
obvious. Much like the elusive disease risk factors
she finds at the most fundamental level, evidence
comes in many forms and is sometimes unexpected.
Take the comment by Goate's longtime collaborator and
compatriot john Hardy, now chief of the Laboratory of
Neurogenetics at the National Institutes of Health's National
Institute on Aging. He recruited Goate in 1987 to join his
Alzheimer's research lab at London's Imperial College, when
she was a young postdoc and both were still in their homeland.
Hardy's phrasing is exuberant and his meaning plain:
"Alison is fab--as a scientist and as a person! You know, a
lot of scientists have got personality disorders of one sort or
another, and Alison just hasn't. Everybody trusts her."
A member of the Departments of Psychiatry and Genetics
at Washington University School of Medicine since 1992,
Goate is the Samuel and Mae S. Ludwig Professor of Genetics
in Psychiatry and professor of genetics and of neurology. Her
16-person lab is devoted to genetic research on Alzheimer's
disease (AD), tauopathies, and alcoholism-and since january
2005, the molecular underpinnings of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS), often referred to as Lou Gehrig's disease. Her
genetic studies help pinpoint causal pathways that will lead to
molecular targets for new drugs (such as enzyme inhibitors or
even vaccinations).
"The breadth of Alison's research, much of it groundbreak
ing, is unusual in science," notes alcoholism research colleague
Tatiana Foroud, director, Division of Hereditary Diseases and
Family Studies in the Department of Medical and Molecular
Genetics at Indiana University School of Medicine.
Thanks to Goate's tireless efforts to identify genetic risk factors
from an almost unimaginably convoluted labyrinth of genetic
and environmental variables-the proverbial needle in a haystack
-she has already made huge contributions to understanding
diseases that ravage adults of all ages. "She is an absolutely out
standing Scientist," says David M. Holtzman, the Andrew B. and
Gretchen P. jones Professor of Neurology and head of the Depart
ment of Neurology. He is also the Charlotte and Paul Hagemann
Professor of Neurology and Molecular Biology and Pharmacology.

Age Is a Risk Factor for Alzheimer's
The Growth
Alzheimer's prevalence
in the U.S., by age, 1997

Projected Alzheimer's
patients in the U.S.,
in millions
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A first-on behalf of early-onset Alzheimer's
disease
.
Goatc's name was heard around the world in 1991, when
as part of the Hardy lab she became the first person to
discover a genetic mutation linked to an inherited form
of AD. Just before that breakthrough, researchers including
Goate had reported a linkage between familial AD and
chromosome 21, as well as the location of the amyloid
precursor protein gene (APP) on that chromosome. The
protein, amyloid beta 42 (Ab42), is found in plaque
deposits in Alzheimer patients' brains. Because scientists
back then assumed a single gene caused all early-onset cases
of AD, when one group sequenced the APP gene in AD
cases from two AD families that had no mutations, most
researchers began to look elsewhere on chromosome 21.
Goate, however, was co-investigator on a large study
of many families; the data suggested that familial AD was
genetically heterogenous-genes on 21 and other chromo
somes might be risk factors in different families. In an
important conceptual advance, Goate realized that linkage
data from multiple families should not be combined unless
each individual family provided evidence for linkage to the
same chromosome; instead, families had to be examined
one by one. She did that-and found APP gene mutations
in several families showing linkage to chromosome 21.
" It was tremendously exciting!" she says.
At Washington University the following year, Goate
continued to investigate early-onset cases that occur
without an APP mutation, gathering family material with
the help of the Alzheimer's Disease Research Center. In
summer 1995, a Toronto lab announced a novel mutation
carrying gene, now called presenilin-l; that fall, Goate
and Hardy published a paper that fleshed out the new
gene's character.
Other major contributions were Goate's co-authorship
of a paper describing a linkage to chromosome 17 in
frontotemporal dementia CITD)-which has its own set
of symptoms, can be familial, and can appear before the
age of 60. In a 1998 study, Goate and two other groups
identified mutations in the tau gene, which codes for the
protein that accumulates in tangles inside brain cells in
16
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several neurodegenera
tive diseases including
ITD and AD. The find
ing helped settle a
prolonged debate in
the field about which
of the two characteris
tic brain abnormalities
represented the driving
force in Alzheimer's
neurofibrillary tangles
or amyloid plaque
deposits. The study
showed that tau gene
mutations produce dementia and tangles but not·
B-amyloid deposition-and therefore, not AD.
"As the mutations in APP and presenilin were already
saying," explains Goate, "abnormal accumulation of
B-amyloid drives Alzheimer's disease pathology. Tangle
formation is a secondary event; when it is primary,
frontotemporal dementia occurs." Goate's lab continues
to work on the genetics of other tangle-associated
disorders such as progressive supranuclear palsy.

The quest to untangle late-onset disease
Since 1997, Goate has been working on the recalcitrant
genetics of late-onset AD, the more common form,
which affects about 4 million Americans over 65. The
only known genetic risk factor for that is the e4 allele of
the apolipoprotein E (ApoEe4) gene on chromosome 19,
which increases risk by three to eight times. But since
only half of patients carry ApoEe4 alleles, other factors must
be involved. In 2000, Goate led an international team of
researchers that identified linkage to chromosome 10
suggesting that a gene in the region is a risk factor for
AD. "Frustratingly, we're still working on trying to find
that and other genes involved in late-onset Alzheimer's
disease," says Goate.
She is emphatically optimistic, however. "Because of
the Human Genome Project's advances, we have powerful
tools to attack these problems. We will resolve this."

In regard to research on late-onset
Alzheimer's, Professor Goate is
emphatically optimistic. She says:
"Because of the Human Genome
Project's advances, we have
powerful tools to attack these

New
Hope for
Sufferers
of ALS

n January 2005, Alison Goate

I

entered a third research

frontier: the genetics o'f amyo
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a

problems. We will resolve this."

progressive neurodegenerative
disease that gradually destroys motor neurons
reaching from brain to spinal cord to muscles.
Although it typically occurs after the age of

A dedicated mentor,
Professor Goate (left)
works with Emily Walker,
a graduate student in
biochemistry, who is
researching the cell
biology of Alzheimer'S
disease.

40, young adults can be affected as well.
Goate will work on ALS with colleagues
across disciplines at the new Hope Center
for Neurological Disorders at Washington
University, which is dedicated to highly
collaborative basic science research that will
advance the understanding and treatment
of a range of conditions. Initially Goate will

Another first-for
alcoholism and
depression
Goate focuses with equal
intensity on two other
insidioLis diseases affecting
millions of Americans-alcoholism and depression. She
is lead investigator on a national team including School
of Medicine psychiatric geneticists that recently became
the first to identify a specific "susceptibility" gene that
appears to increase the risk for both disorders.
Goate's team analyzed DNA from 2,310 people from
262 families in which at least three members were
alcoholics. Genetic linkage analYSis in these families
identified a region on chromosome 7 that was linked to
risk for both alcoholism and depression. Because other
researchers from the Collaborative Study on the Genetics
of Alcoholism (COGA) had found that abnormal electri
cal activity in the brain might signal a risk for alcoholism
and linked those patterns to a gene on chromosome 7
called CHRM2, Goate's team started there. They believe
that normal variations in CHRM2 either protect or put a
person at risk, and will next identify the DNA sequence
variants and figure out how they change the involved
proteins' functions.
Goate's ongOing work, which will establish the molec
ular basis for the anecdotal connection between alco
holism and depreSSion, is part of the six-university, NIH
funded COGA. "Our work is going very well!" Goate says.
"The multidisciplinary COGA team has already identified
several genetic risk factors for alcoholism." COGA col
league Foroud says simply: /I Alison's contributions in this
endeavor will be as far-reaching as what she has already
done for understanding Alzheimer's disease."

study one family in which evidence suggests
that it may be an X-linked disorder-one
carried by females but which typically appears
in males. The center is a partnership between
Washington University and ALS Hope - The
Chris HoblerlJames Maritz Foundation.

A true collaborator and mentor
Goate has distinguished herself in important areas
unrelated to her research. "She has mentored a cadre of
young SCientists," Foroud says. "Many scientists don't
do that." She was president of the Academic Women's
Network in 2003-04 and works hard to support women
faculty and junior faculty in particular. She has "done
incredibly weU" and still remains "a normal person," says
her mentor, John Hardy, with whom Goate shared the
prestigious Potamkin and MetUfe research awards. "If I
ever have a difficult scientific problem or a situation in
my lab, she gives m e fair advice. She's a great mum [who
takes her children to school every morning, picks them
up many afternoons, and saves her own homework until
after they're in bed]; she has two lovely daughters L/uliet,
13, and Sasha, 9J; and she has a great husband Iphysician
Frank Ashall]," Hardy says. "She's just a great person!"
And from David Holtzman, one final distinction:
"This is important, because it's very uncommon: Alison
is universally admired. Everybody says exactly the same
things!" @])
Judy H. Watts is a f ree·lance writer based in Sa nta Barbara. Ca lifornia, and a
former editor of this magazine.
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ART &: SCIENCE:

An Intriguing Blend

R

on Leax sits relaxed
in his downtown
St. Louis loft studio,
wearing a flannel
shirt to keep out the chill, shirt
sleeves pushed up to reveal his
strong sculptor's wrists. He
looks nothing like the eccentric
movie scientist one would
expect to see here amid the
tubes and vials of what could
almost be a working laboratory.
"When I was young, the expectation, I think,
was that I would become a scientist," he says. "And
as an artist, my work has always been grounded in
the sciences."
To those familiar with his work, this confession
is not particularly surprising. Much of it seems to
be as much science experiment as art.
For example, in the early 1980s, Leax, the Halsey
C. Ives Professor of Art, began building a serious
body of work that mimicked ecological systems.
"It was very much about trying to reinvigorate.
the activity of making art with some. of the vitalism
of biological sciences," he says. "The pieces included
living animals and plants and were designed to
keep them alive. I tried always to have the work
teaching me. Eventually I ran out of money for
those projects. To mimic natural systems with Jny
kind of responsibility and any kind of accuracy is
an expensive undertaking."

In 2000, he was commis
sioned by the Detroit zoo to
create a temporary exhibit that
allowed visitors a glimpse of
both the animal habitat on
display and the work (and
keepers) behind the scenes.
"The keepers were there
every day so that you could
actually watch them and the
animals and see things that
the public doesn't usually sec,"
Leax says. "They were unbelievably nervous about
this project at the start. I guess it's like when visitors
come to your house and you don't want them to
look in your closets. I found it utterly fascinating,
the way coils are just tagged up and stuff is taped
down to make the eqUipment more functional."
Perhaps his best-known body of work is the
Ontological Library, which numbers more than 800
objects, including a year's collection of New York
Times that Leax roughly bound in a pillar and
placed in an ocean tidal flat for a year, where it was
sculpted and modified by the action of the tides
and aquatiC life.
"The library was about trying to merge some
kind of ontological experience (the activity of being)
with the epistemological (how we know what we
know)," he says.
Leax also has created a series of three-dimen
sional periodic tables, literally using the form of the

Above.· Nutrient Trap (detail), 32" x 74" x 56"; mixed materials; 7984. • Right: Professor Ron Leax With Laboratory #9, 82" x 40" x 36", mixed materials; 2005.
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(Above) Ontological Fragment
(detail), IDS' x 9" diameter,
porcelained pan, text, salt, wire;
1989.
(Right) Yam House (detail), 92" x
124" x 108"; mixed materials;
1983.
(Far right) Test for a Periodic
Table (detail), mixed materials;
1992.

periodic table to organize the activity
and elements of sculpture. Another
large body of work, called Laboratories
or Last Suppers, conflated certain aspects
of science, religion, and art.
"I wanted to look at big questions,"
Leax says. "It wasn't really about
religion, science, and art; it was about
unanswered questions and hawaII of
these things somehow come up short.
It was about inadequacy."
He laughs, adding: "I'm pretty
obsessed with ordering. Hopefully
there's some humor in it. Now I'm
working on these kind of over-the-top
laboratories. "
Those looking for a glimpse of the
inner Ron Leax in his art won't find a lot of autobio
graphical material. He eschews what he calls the "romantic,
self-indulgent, artist-in-the-garret myth," striving instead
for public engagement. His work is distinctly cerebral, often
laced with humor, and created with the materials of daily
life. He docs not frequent art supply stores.
ecause his own work crosses traditional aesthetic
boundaries, it is easy for Leax to encourage a similar
creative license among his students.
"Ron Leax is an absolutely wonderful professor," says
Liz Giardina, B.F.A. '02. "He sees value in students and
what they're doing, regardless of their medium. I love
fashion and textile design. Other people did sound pieces

B
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or work that was completely Internet-based. But we were
all sculpture students. Ron inspires you to think creatively
and to find your own voice."
"There are lots of different effective teaching styles, and
lots of different kinds of effective teachers. But Ron is one
of the most effective," says Jeff Pike, dean of the School of
Art. "Very few teachers are excellent at beginning instruc
tion, mid-level instruction, alld advanced instruction, and
Ron has excelled in all three here."
Asked to describe his own role as a teacher, Leax smHes
and says simply, "Stay out of the way as much as possible."
"He's someone who pushes students, and he's not a hand
holder at all," says Giardina, now working in Los Angeles as
the assistant designer for Halston. She credits Leax with

"When I was young, the expectation , I think, was that I
would become a scientist," Leax says. "And as an artist,
my work has always been grounded in the sciences."
encouraging her to create
a broad, nontraditional
portfolio.
"He's there every studio
day, which is a great exam
ple, shmving how to really
follow through on your
obligations as an artist,"
Giardina continues. "He
also likes to make it fun . I
think what matters is that
you have professors like
Ron who give you a strong
background and then let
you do something new
and different."
'Tve always enjoyed
the classroom," Leax says.
"I think sometimes there's
this idea that the teacher
is the giver all the time,
when actually in the studio
there's pretty rich inven
tion coming back to you
from the students, which invigorates the teacher.
"As you go up the academic ladder, from the introduc
tory students to the upper-level students to the graduate
students, teaching gets more complex," he adds . "Students
begin to think that they know it. At the upper stages, in
particular, I try to do very little telling. I try to do more
listening. Then I offer a response, and the student and I
have a discussion. Then the student is responsible for
drawing conclusions and taking directions out of it."
Leax also worked for almost 10 years to develop and
implement the national curriculum for advanced place
ment in three-dimensional design, a program that allows
high-school students to pursue college-level studies for
college credit.

"I'm

always working on a multiplicity of things," Leax
says, gesturing to the many drawings in his studio.
"But now I'm really enthralled with the forms that
come out of laboratories. As an artist you always try to
go over the top a little bit, so I'm kind of in tin-foil city
right now, aestheticizing the scientist aesthetic."
While Ron Leax's work may seem to exhibit a certain
emotional detachment (you'll find no smiling portraits
in his studio) , in reality it is a very humanistic study of
the way people interact with their environment.
"He's blending his love for science with his art and
articulating his views of science through his art,"
Giardina says.
His drawings intrigue because they are not drawings
at all in the traditional sense. He employs wine and oils
and other unexpected materials. They're sprinkled,
they're splashed. Coffee cup rings share the paper with
candle wax drippings.
It is an evocative exploration of experience. He was in
Florence, Italy, when he created many of these drawings,
and the materials he used reflect his activities there.
His current body of work manipulates the iconogra
phy of medical technology, offering a very personal-and
sometimes mocking-response to a cold and sterile
scientific world with which we, as humans, often cannot
comfortably coexist.
"Everything is designed, everything is engineered
and often badly designed and badly engineered," Leax
says. "How do we address tbat? How does it affect us?
How do we really use it?"
There's the science part. Next to one piece, which
is covered with clear plastic, stands a bottle of blue
cleaning spray.
"Yes, the plastic bag is part of the sculpture," Leax
says. "The cleaner isn't, but I just like that color. "
_
That's the art part. It's a rare and intriguing blend. ~\ ,
Terri McC lain IS a fre e-la nce w riter based
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Stem Cells
In the hopes of alleviating diseases such as Alzheimer's, diabetes,
and Parkinson's, University scientists urge Missouri legislators not to
ban the research procedure "somatic cell nuclear transfer."

Professor Steven
Teitelbaum, past presi
dent of the Federation
of American Societies
for Experimental Biology,
says the promise of this
research is that patients
could use their own
cells to ward off serious
illnesses.

Hold

GREAT PROMISE
BY J UDY

"

his is tlze most important issue
for medical research and future
patient care that I can recall
in the 44 years I've been a
Missourian!" says research
scientist and physician Steven L.
Teitelbaum, who left Brooklyn
in 1960 to enroll in the Washington
University School of Medicine. What
Teitelbaum, the Wilma and Roswell Messing
Professor of Pathology and Immunology,
cares about so deeply are the vast possibilities
for healing diseases like Parkinson's and
diabetes-cures that could result from research
on early-stage stem cells (sometimes referred
to as embryonic stem cells).
Throughout the State of Missouri and
beyond, scientists, research institutions, patient
advocacy groups, health-care organizations,
and individuals strongly support early-stage
stem-ceil research. Unfortunately, a group of
conservative political and religious leaders are
attempting to criminalize such research in
Missouri, specifically a research procedure to
derive early-stage stem cells called "somatic
cell nuclear transfer," or SCNT.

The basic state of stem-cell
science

[

Separating reality from hearsay and facts
from fears-and understanding what somatic
cell nuclear transfer is and is not-begins
with basics, and publicized terms are often
misleading. Stem cells, then, are basically
of two types, adult and embryonic. Both
can replicate themselves in the body and
differentiate into mature cells.
Adult stem cells-present in fetuses, children,
and adults-repair some types of damaged
tissue, and each type seems able to develop
only a limited number of mature cells into cells
such as blood or bone cells. Adult stem cells are
not a research substitute for embryonic stem
cells, Teitelbaum emphasizes; scientists must
study both adult and embryonic stem cells.
Embryonic stem cells are strikingly different
from adult stem cells because they are

H. W ATTS

pluripotent-they can differentiate into
any type of mature cell. The possibility is
strong that they could replace diseased or
deteriorated cells and heal different parts
of the human body.
To understand SCNT, one must first
understand how the process differs from
the early-stage human reproductive cycle.
Several days after normal fertilization occurs
in human beings, and before implantation
in the womb, a pinpoint-sized ball called a
blastocyst forms. The structure consists of
undifferentiated cells including embryonic
stem ceUs. Once the blastocyst implants itself
in the womb, its cells begin to differentiate
into various organs and structures. SCNT,
however, is different and has nothing to do
with the process and products of conception.
What somatic cell nuclear transfer offers
medical researchers is a way of generating
embryonic stem cells vvithout a sperm
fertilizing an egg. (The word somatic applies
to all the cells in the body with the excep
tion of sperms and eggs, which are called
germ cells.)
Teitelbaum explains the SCNT procedure
(see graphic on page 25): "The nucleus of
an unfertilized egg is replaced with the
nucleus from a somatic cell, such as a skin
cell, from the patient who will ultimately be
transplanted with the appropriate differential
cells. It becomes a structure that looks similar
to-but is very different from-a blastocyst
produced by a sperm and an egg. Within it
are embryonic stem cells but-and this is
critical-they are unable to undergo the
genetic reprogramming that, after sexual
reproduction, permits the development of
a healthy baby. And these SCNT-generated
embryonic stem cells (ESC) have nothing
to do with products of abortion and nothing
to do with a sperm fertilizing an egg."
Because the cells produced by SeNT
contain the patient's own DNA, there is a
strong possibiHty that they wiII not be
rejected after transplantation, even without
the use of anti-rejection medication with its
severe side-effects.
SPRING 2005
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Stem-cell research may promise medical
breakthroughs
Scientists are enthusiastic about SCNT-based embryonic
stem-cell research because it may "lead to cures for people
with diseases for which there is currently no hope," says
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton. Among these afflictions that
disrupt or obliterate productive and meaningful lives:
• Parkinson's disease, whose progressively worsening
movement difficulties are altering the lives of a million
people in the United States alone;
• Diabetes, which affects more than one-sixth of the
U.S. population, including children-and can produce
complications ranging from heart, vascular, and kidney
disease to blindness or coma;
• Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS or Lou Gehrig's
disease), which causes the gradual death of motor neurons
and progressive loss of all voluntary muscle movement
including breathing;
• Heart attacks, strokes, Alzheimer's disease, severe
spinal-cord injuries, and cancer-whose collective ravages
are widely known because hundreds of millions of America's
loved ones have battled them or are valiantly combating
their destructive effects today.
Think what ESC research by means
of nuclear transfer could mean,
says Teitelbaum. "As a physician,

•
I could NOT sit across from a patient with Parkinson's
disease and say to that father or mother or neighbor:
'Investigating a promising way to save your life is just not
worth using a pinpoint-sized ball of undifferentiated cells
derived from an unfertilized egg and a simple skin cell.'"
Instead, Teitelbaum says he'd prefer to say that medical
science is investigating Parkinson's disease with promising
new treatments, thanks to SCNT.

Challenges of the new science
Because ESC research is so new, understanding the
fundamental processes of the biology is the first mission.
"We can't get to cures until we do the science, moving
forward on all possible fronts," says Teitelbaum. "Science
is standing in front of 20 doors and knocking on each of
them . Behind 19 you may find nothing, in spite of all your
hard work-but behind the 20th you ma), find gold ."
Just a few of the labor-intensive realities researchers
face are leaming the best, most efficient way to encourage
ES cells to generate the specific cells needed to treat
different diseases, ensuring that the new cells will not
become tumors, and learning how and where to deliver
the cells effectively to sites in the body.

SCNT: A fundamental force for good
A bill may go before the Missouri legislature that
supports criminaJizing "human cloning"; however,
language embedded in this legislation would also
criminalize research using SCNT While
Washington University and research
institutions throughout the region
emphatically oppose c10njng human
beings (reproductive cloning), they urge
lawmakers to authorize somatic cell
nuclear transfer for medical research.
"SCNT-which is aimed not at
making people but at curing people-has
to be separated out of the legislation,"
says Teitelbaum. A national leader in his
profession, and past president of the
Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology, he adds: "I know
of no scientist who favors reproductive
cloning of people."
Two weeks before 2005, leaders of
four Missouri research institutions
wrote to legislators in Jefferson City in
support of SCNT: Chancellor Emeritus
William H. Danforth, chairman of the
Donald Danforth Plant Science Center,
in St. Louis; Elson Floyd, president of
the University of Missouri System, in
David I. Gottlieb, professor of neurobiology, is
among those researching the most effective ways
to encourage embryonic stem (ES) cells to generate
into specific cells. In hIS lab, the focus is on turning
ES cells into neural stem (NS) cells.
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Columbia; William Neaves, president and CEO
of the Stowers Institute for Medical Research,
in Kansas City (and member of Washington
University's Board of Trustees); and Chancellor
Mark Wrighton. They pointed out that SCNT works entirely
with the ordinary body cells of already-living persons and
does not create new life-and urged legislators to follow other
states' examples by criminalizing cloning human beings
(reproductive cloning) but authorizing somatic cell nuclear
transfer for medical research.
"Banning research with nuclear transfer would undermine
Missouri's efforts to build a strong life sciences industry,"
the letter read in part. "It would damage our ability to
attract and retain scientists, entrepreneurs, and life science
companies. Very importantly, the medical care for Missouri's
citizens would be harmed. As new treatments and cures
emerge from this promising research conducted elsewhere,
many of our state's citizens would not have access to
cutting-edge medicine and would be forced to settle for
second-class health care."
Continuing to build the region's brilliant research
community will benefit not only the region but the world,
Wrighton says. St. Louis is at the heart of a rapidly developing
BioBelt, in which thousands of scientists in dozens of
academic and other research institutions-including
companies that take discoveries to the community-are
working on behalf of the plant and life sciences.
The free and open inquiry so essential to scientific strides
is vital to the University as well. "Balming this research
would have a chilling effect on our faculty," says Wrighton.
Washjngton University's climate of academic freedom,
protected by research guidelines consistent with the laws
of the state and federal government, "has been essential

.

•

If inner cen

.

#{III'
\~
• •
,

•

•
NERVE CELLS

•
PANCREATIC
CELLS

(The possibility is strong they could
replace diseased or deteriorated cells
and heal different paris of the bodYI

to our ability to recruit and retain the most talented
faculty-including people not necessarily focused on
stem-cell research."
"We must maintain our welcoming environment for
scientists," Teitelbaum continues. "My colleagues in
California, in a sense, are hoping that the bill will pass,
because we have this great University-and they're lookjng
to pick off our faculty."

At the heart of it all
") believe in medical research," says Chancellor Emeritus
Danforth . "Old cemeteries are full of the graves of babies
and graves of young women, who died during or after
childbirth. That is no longer true.
"During my internship at Barnes Hospital, a polio
epidemic struck St. Louis. ) helped put young people into
iron lungs; some never came out. Others were paralyzed
permanently. Today's house officeIs don 't see such things.
"But house officers today see other serious diseases that
cause suffering, pain, and premature death . I can't imagine
anyone wanting to stop medical research . Of aU human
undertakings, medical research is one of the most noble,
and moraL" Danforth concludes with an admonition to
encourage SCf\TT, not to ban something that holds such
great promise for our future health and well-being. @
Judy H. Watts Is a free·lance writer and former editor of this magazine ,
For more information, please visit the Web site for the Missou ri Coalition
fo r Lifesaving Cures: www.Mi ssouriCares. com.
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Alumnus Samuel Halperin's landmark study reveals the obstacles
f~ced

by non-college-bound youth in today's economy. His current

focus is educating legislators on possible solutions.

S

amuel Halperin trained as a political scientist,
but he has given his life to education .

Halperin earned his bachelor's and master's degrees
in 1952 and his Ph .D. in 1956, aU in political science
and all at Washington University. He then began
teaching political science at Wayne State University,
in Detroit, hut hoping to learn more about the
practical world of politics, he applied for and won a
Congressional Fellowship from the American Political
Science Association. It took him to Washington, D.C.,
and, for the most part, he's been there ever since. That
practical world of politics, and in particular the polities
of education, became his life's work.
Sy the early 1960s, he had joined the team of
legislative architects writing the education and social
services bills for Lyndon Johnson's Great Society. As
assistant U.S. commissioner of edUcation for legislation
and, later, as a deputy assistant secretary of health,
education, and welfare, he helped craft the historic
church-state compromise that cleared the way for
passage of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965, providing federal funding for programs to
help low-income children in public and private schools.
Another law bearing his stamp was the 1965 Higher
Education Act, which provided substantial new sources
of financial aid for college students, the forerunners
of today's Pell grants.
In the decades since, he's continued to practice the
art of the pOSSible, mastering the inner workings of the
legislative process, helping craft and pass key legislation,
and finding new and compelling ways to convince legis
lators of the critical role education plays in a civil society.
Today, as senior fellow at the American Youth Policy
Forum in Washington, D.C., he still works to improve
public education and to open up opportunities for those
who might not otherwise even dream of college, the
youth of the "forgotten half."
26
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Halperin turned his attention to this issue in
1986, when he went to work for the William T. Grant
Foundation as study director of its Commission on
Work, Family, and Citizenship. "While the attention
of the nation was focused on kids going to college,"
Halperin says, "the truth is that 70 percent of our adults
never earn a college degree. Something needed to be
done to give them the skill and the opportunities to be
successful in SOCiety and in the employment market."
In 1988 the commission issued two landmark
reports, "The Forgotten Half: Non-College Youth in
America" and "The Forgotten Half: Pathways to Success
for America's Youth and Young Families ." The reports,
which Halperin co-authored, revealed the obstacles
facing non-college-bound youth making their way
in today's problematic economy, where advanced
technical skills are the COin of the realm and a
high-school diploma falls far short of guaranteeing a
joh. (Halperin also edited an update, "The Forgotten
Half Revisited," in 1998.)
The Grant Foundation, not content simply to pub
lish the reports, asked Halperin to stay on and help
disseminate the findings, to identify solutiOns, and to
work for their implementation. "It was visionary," he
says of the foundation. "These ideas don't walk by
themselves. You have to keep reminding people of the
findings, you have to update the findings, and you
have to get and retain the attention of policy-makers."
To accomplish this last end, in 1993 Halperin founded
the American Youth Policy Forum (AYPF) with the
express purpose of bridging the gap between research,
policy, and practice in the fields of education, youth
development, and employment readiness. It is here that
he continues his decades of service to American youth.
The AYPF brings together policy-makers, researchers,
and youth-services practitioners with senior congres
sional aides, executive branch leaders, and officers of

1

There are also widely held beliefs, sometimes
warranted but often not, that the school systems are
riddled with waste. And there's an incrementalism
in attacking social problems that works against
any grand vision. "The nature of American social
policy-making is gradualism," he observes. "ft's
piecemeal. You hardly ever get a comprehensive
and politically practical strategy."
At the same time, American education has
remarkable strengths. "We have this wonderful grad
uate education that attracts students from all over
the world," he notes. He cites the Job Corps, which
helps 70,000 young people train for employment
every year-"who for want of that opportunity," he
adds, "would probably be on the streets, in jail, or
worse." Halperin is especially enthusiastic about the
nation's community colleges, whose presidents and
boards, he believes, are the real entrepreneurs in the
educational marketplace, fashioning training pro
grams to give today's youth 21 st-century skills.
"They've managed in many cases to figure out what
their communities need," he explains. 'They go to
employers, to different segments of the public, and
fashion local solutions to meet local needs."
Historically, America has had a grand educational
vision, he says. "The finest thing we ever did in
this country was the land-grant college legislation,
Alumnus Samuel Halperin is founder of the American Youth Policy Forum in
which saw to it that every community could have
Washington, D.C which works to bridge the gap between research, policy, and
access to the best research and the best knowledge
practice in education, youth development and employment readiness.
avaiJable. Before that the Northwest Ordinance
set aside public land in every community for the
associations concerned with youth development. These
support of public schools. In more modern times, I can't
groups gather both for field trips and for forums. "We
think of anything superior to the G I Bill, which said, in
get people away from Washington," Halperin observes,
effect, 'Go, develop yourself, and we will support you
"seeing what it's really like in the classroom, talking with
in that life-changing endeavor.'
parents, young people, employers, to get a sense of what's
"NIy vision would be that everybody could get any
working and what isn't." The forums, held on Capitol Hill,
opportunity that our society provides."
discuss new studies and new literature in the field, as well
Halperin understands well the priceless benefit of
as current contentious issues.
transformational opportunity. He has held high rank in
"We keep trying to create a voluntary professional devel
the federal government. He has written or edited a dozen
opment atmosphere in which people, regardless of which
books on the political process and educational policy. He
agency they work for or which political party they're
has taught at Wayne State, American, Duke, and
attached to, come and learn together." And in the midst of
Columbia universities. He has received the President's
Washington's fierce partisanship, they also work hard to
Medal of The George Washington University, the
keep a balance. Both parties, for instance, are represented in American Association of Community College's Harry S.
Truman Award, and numerous other distinctions.
the top AYPF staff. "I think we've walked that line very suc
But, he adds: "I could not have done what I've done
cessfully," Halperin says. "We've maintained a pretty open
without initial loans and a fellowship from Washington
dialogue for 12 years."
University. An incredible number of faculty members took
The obstacles to expanding educational opportunities are
a personal interest in me. And the studies equipped me to
daunting, Halperin concedes. For one, though Americans
when polled always give education a high priority, frequently think and to deal with change. They gave me a way to
look at the world and to cope creatively \·..,ith it, and I'm
they fail to vote for the very bond issues or tax increases
that would help improve their schools. Funding is always on very grateful."
the line, hostage to some budgetary crisis or other.
Betsy Rogers is a free-lance w riter based in Belleville, Illinois.
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Up TO PBS

Alumna Barbara Levy Landes wields a "can-do" attitude, bringing
inspiration and positivity to her role as (FO of PBS, as a volunteer for
Girls,Inc. and WomenMatter, and as a mother of two young women.
BY KRISTIN TENNANT

onnected. Passionate.
Courageous. Inspired.

These four words are used
on the PBS,org homepage
to describe the media
enterprise's programming, but they
are equally fitting descriptors for
Barbara Levy Landes, A.B. '71, the
organization's CFO.
"Courageous" in particular best
characterizes Landes in the years follow
ing her graduation from Washington
University with a political science degree.
She built her career on a series of pioneering
steps, beginning with her status as one of
the youngest and few female MBA students
at the Wharton School of Business. A decade
later she became the youngest female finance VP
at NBC, and shortly thereafter combined mother
hood with her career with the birth of her twin
daughters . In these and countless other ways, Landes
has boldly cut a path for other women to follow.
Landes says what fuels that type of courage
and inspiration-especially for young women-is the
power of education combined with an unwavering
belief in oneself. For her, these gifts stem largely
from her education at Washington University and
her major adviser, John Sprague, who was then
chair of the political science department.
(

"He was a wonderful adviser," Landes says.
"He encouraged me by recognizing that I had
brains and could do anything I wanted to do.
He instilled in me a 'you-can-do-it' confidence
that kept me going in business school."
This love of learning and level of encourage
ment Landes reaped from her contact with
Sprague are things she spends much of her time
sharing with others today. These common
themes tie together what might seem unrelated
at a glance, from her financial work at PBS to
her volunteer activities to her role as a mother
of two young women. It is fitting, for instance,
that a woman whose own daughters grew up on
Sesame Street helps keep the educational, self
esteem-building program and others like it on
the air today. It is also fitting that Landes gives
of her time serving on the board of directors for
Girls Inc., where she is also treasurer and chair
of the Financial Oversight Committee. The not
for-profit organization helps girls develop skills
and self-esteem, exposes them to career options,
and offers college scholarships. Most of the girls
who benefit are from low-income families, many
of them headed by single mothers struggling to
provide for their children . Through her partici
pation, Landes helps achieve the organization's
mission and tagline: "Inspiring all girls to be
strong, smart, and bold ." This, of course, is
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As the youngest female finance VP at NBC in the early '80s,
Barbara Landes also became the mother of twins. Successfully
combining motherhood and career, Landes now works hard to
give other girls opportunities to succeed in life and business.
Her daughters also have high aspirations; in fall 2005, Beth
(left) plans to apply for law school and Elissa for medical school.

"I feel that everything I've done before has
prepared me for what I'm doing here at PBS,"
Landes says. "So many of my professional
and personal experiences have really come
together in this position. ... "
something Landes has been able to do for her own twin
daughters-with the enthusiastic support and involvement
of her husband, Mark-and it drives her involvement in
Girls Inc.
"I have two girls-and [ want to help give other girls
opportunities to succeed in life and business," Landes says.
"I was also very fortunate in my own career path. [ \'vas a
pioneer early in my career because I had the skills and
encouragement I needed."
andes launched her career at CBS before further
developing her extensive experience in broadcast
media at NBC Radio and NBC Corporate, and then
WWOR-TV, a broadcast "superstation." Along the
way, Landes has worked in a variety of areas for private
and public companies, including an international
consulting firm, an information technology company,
and, more recently, for America Online's AOL for
Broadband unit. She says shes thrilled to be back in
broadcasting with her early 2003 PBS appOintment.
"I feel that everything I've done before has prepared
me {or what ['01 doing here at PBS," Landes says. "So
many of my professional and personal experiences have
really come together in this pOSition . PBS was also an
appealing career move because it's such a wonderful
organization, with such impressive leadership."
As the primary financial executive of PBS, which had
fY04 revenues of $517 million, Landes is responsible
for fostering the fiscal health of the organization through
such roles as strategic planning and developing strategic
alliances and partnerships. Her recent activities have
included establishing a PBS Foundation, overseeing a
business venture with Comcast Cable to launch a
30
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children's cable channel and video-on-demand
service, and negotiating a major real estate lease for
the 2006 scheduled move of PBS' corporate offices in
the Washington, D,C., area. The move will allow the
organization to benefit from a custom-renovated
and -designed space, at about the same long-term
cost as staying in their current space. Landes says this
kind of variety in her work at PBS both leverages her
skills and provides new learning opportunities-a
combination that continues to motivate her.
"We engage in a number of diverse and divergent
business activities," she says. "Yes, we distribute
programming by satellite to 349 public television
stations, but we also manufacture and distribute videos,
are involved in e-commerce, and maintain the third
largest dot-org in the world. The variety of what we
do involves me in many ways."
There are many similarities between running for
profits and not-for-profits-as Landes points out, a
large organization embodies many intricacies, regardless
of its tax status. But leading the financial arm of a not
for-profit does offer unique challenges. Most obviously,
PBS serves a different type of customer than NBC or
CBS-the American public, and many are "members"
of their local public television stations. On a finanCial
level, PBS' mission and status binds it to different
"rules" regarding business activities and revenue options.
But even with less than 20 percent of PBS' income
being funded through federal sources including grants,
. Landes says PBS has financial stability, thanks to a
diverse funding stream. Most of the funding comes
from private sources, most significantly the dues paid
by member stations and the sale of mission-related and
educational products. The new ventures that Landes is
involved with, such as the partnership with Comcast
and the formation of a PBS Foundation, further diversify
and stabilize the organization's financial base.
Considering her many responsibilities at PBS, it is
remarkable that Landes can still devote time to inspiring
and empowering others , [n addition to her involvement
in Girls Inc., Landes is on the National Advisory Board
for Women Matter, a nonpartisan organization empower
ing women to unite and get involved in the political
process, and she serves on the board of a local hospital
foundation and on the Audit and Compliance
Committee of the parent hospital system. As a longtime
Washington University Eliot Society member, Landes
also does fundraising for the Society, soliCiting renewals
and new members in the Washington, D.C., area. These
many activities, although varied, all connect back to the
common themes Landes embodies: one who's connected
to people, passionate about education, courageous in
her life endeavors, and an inspiration to so many.

®

Kristi n Tenna n t is a free-lance writer based in Urbana, Illinois.
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Writer mJ tarns
His WinQs
Like a journalist with a poet's eye, Christopher Cokinos, M.EA.W. '91, pursues
stories of the obscure and natural-from extinct birds to meteorite hunters.
by CS. Adams

orne writers find their genre early and
stick with it-once a poet always a poet.
For others like Christopher Cokinos,
M.F.A.W. '91, writing is a circuitous
journey that touches and then later
retouches many disciplines.
Growing up on the west side of Indianapolis, Cokinos
liked to look at the sky. His top-three interests were
astronomy, space flight, and football, but when he was
in high school, he became interested in writing. He
worked on the school newspaper and attended summer
journalism programs at Indiana University, where he
later enrolled intending to become a hard-news reporter.
After his freshman year, he had an internship at the
Kno,yville News-Sentinel and learned what daily news
reporting was really like.
"I quickly found out that wasn't what I was cut out
to do," he says.
While contInuing to take journalism classes, Cokinos
shifted his interest to English and creative writing,
"backing into an English major and finding my real
love, writing poetry." Cokinos applied to several M.F.A.
programs and chose the one at Washington University
in St. Louis, in part because he was offered a generous
University Fellowship . However, he became disillusioned
after his first year in 1986-87 and took a leave of absence.
"[ simply wasn't emotionally ready to handle the
graduate program at the time," he says. "J had a hiatus
between my first and second year, but in that interven
ing time [ grew up a lot and matured as a writer."
During his time away, Cokinos got married and
followed his spouse to Kansas State University, where
she had accepted a position. He took an administrative
job but was not happy with the work.
"My unhappiness underscored
that J really needed to finish my
M.F.A.," he says.

...

"I realized that
working in prose
would allow me
the expansiveness
required to write about these birds:' he
says. "From a wrlterly perspective, 1was
haunted by them, and I became fascinated with
the obscure, the odd stories tucked away .....

Perhaps more important, Cokinos' time in Kansas
continued to nurture his recent interests in birding,
nature, and environmental concerns. These worked
their way slowly into his poetry. Cokinos worked on
his master's thesis long distance, then returned to
the University to complete his course work. Many
of his thesis poems were published in 1993 in hjs
collection Killing Seasons, which won the Woodley
Press' Robert E. Gross Award for Poetry. Cokinos
considers one of the poems, "Loggerhead Shrike,"
to be a pivotal work. It begins, "Because thought can
be nothing/but what is sensed, can still/sometimes
ascend before words, my thought was wholly/what
was seen, the shrike/perched on a branch/in a
half-dead cedar. .. "
"That for me was, if not the first such poem
J had written, certainly the one that marked my
maturation as a poet. All the essential things I
had been struggling with as a poet-lineation,
voice, engaging the self while honoring the
world-all came together in that poem," he says.
Around the same time the collection was pub
lished, Cokinos embarked on what would become
a 10-year project to chronicle the extinction of six
species of North American birds. The project began
surreptitiously on a blustery November afternoon

•,
~
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Alumnus Christopher Cokinos is the author of Killing Seasons,
which includes many of his M.FA. thesis poems, and Hope Is the
Thing with Feathers, a chronicle of the extinction of six species
of North American birds. A Whiting Writing Award winner, he IS
assistant professor of English at Utah State University in Logan.
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when he and his wife were bird-watching in the
Flint Hills. They noticed a bright green bird that
looked like it belonged in the rain forest, not Kansas .
Cokinos contacted an experienced local birder who
confirmed that the bird, a Black-hooded Conure,
was indeed from the tropiCS and had probably
escaped from its owner.
"Seeing this bird (conure) led me to learn of-and
revere-America's forgotten Carolina Parakeet, which
once colored the sky 'like an atmosphere of gems,'
as one pioneer wrote .... as I traveled to libraries and
natural history museums on the trail of the vanished
parakeet, I soon learned of other birds, other van
ished lives: the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, the Heath
Hen, the Passenger Pigeon, the Labrador Duck, and
the Great Auk, " Cokinos writes in the introduction
to his book Hope Is the Thing with Feathers, A Personal
Chronicfe of Vanished Birds, which was published by
Tarcher/Putnam in 2000 on the centennial anniver
sary of the shooting of the last known wild Passenger
Pigeon, named Buttons. The book received attention
from many venues, including NPR, People, Scientific
American, and The Washington Post Book World.
The book is part natural history and part chronicle
as Cokinos describes his experience gathering the
information to complete the book, with the help
of a Lila Wallace/Reader's Digest Fund fellowship
from the American Antiquarian Society. The project
was also an endeavor that drew upon his experience
in journalism and his emerging interest in prose
and the essay.
"I realized that working in prose would allow
me the expansiveness required to write about these
birds," he says. "From a writerly perspective, I was
haunted by them, and I became fascinated with the
obscure, the odd stories tucked away in footnotes and
dusty little folders somewhere. I have always had an
interest in quirky, odd things that have some histori
cal depth combined with a poet's interest in lyricism.
These coalesced for me as I finished the book."
In 2002, following a divorce, Cokinos moved
west. He is now an assistant professor of English at
Utah State University and editor of Isotope: A Journal
ofLiterary Nature and Science Writing. In 2003, he
was one of 10 national recipients of the prestigious
Whiting Writing Awards, given annually to emerging
writers of exceptional talent and promise. In addition,
he received the Mid-American Review's FineLine Award
for his lyric essay, "Blue False Indigo." He still writes
poetry and currently has a book-length collection of
poetry and a collection of cross-genre pieces that he
is hoping will be published.
The $35,000 Whiting Award arrived at the perfect
time to assist Cokinos in his latest writing project
detailing the exploits and obsessions of meteorite

Conducting research for his next book on meteorite hunters,
Christopher Cokinos joined the 2003-04 Antarctic Search for
Meteorites expedition, funded by the National Science Foundation
and NASA. The group found more than 1, 000 meteorites. Above is
an expedition campsite at the Otway Massif, in Antarctica.

hunters both past and present. Cokinos, still looking
skyward, discovered the topiC of his new book when
he learned about a woman, Eliza Kimberly, who in
the 1880s believed she had found meteorites on her
homestead in Kiowa County, Kansas. She had-and
sold them, becoming the richest woman in the county.
"Her story led to other stories that I found
compelling. I thought, 'I can write about these people
and their obsessions, go to the places where they
collected meteorites, and find out what happened to
them.' The rocks themselves often aren't much to
look at, but the people and the science associated with
them are fascinating," he says.
In researching modern meteorite hunters, Cokinos
discovered that one of the places richest in meteorites is
Antarctica. He applied to the National Science foundation
Antarctic Visiting Artists and Writers Program and was
approved to be a member of the 2003-04 Antarctic
Search for Meteorites expedition. Cokinos spent several
weeks in Antarctica with scientists-including, by
chance, two from Washington University, Andrew
Dombard and Gretchen Benedix-as they all searched
for meteorites. They found more than 1,000.
The book is still two to three years from completion,
but Cokinos knows he has hit his stride as a writer.
"I feel lucky that I was the one who found these
stories first and got to tell the story of the last Passenger
Pigeon and now the story of meteorite hunters. I am
committed to these stories and to telling them as best
I can. I still write poetry, but I think of myself now as a
nonfiction writer," he says.

®

C.B. Adams is a free-lance writer based in SI. Charles, Missouri.
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BUILDING ON THE EXAMPLE

of Helping Others
~e WashIngton University School of Medicine

~ ,~?~~the St. . Louis Holocaust Museum are among

the many St. Louis instirntions touched by Ira
and Judith Gall. An integral part of the community
they've come to love-Ira as a physician and founder of
Medicine Shoppe lnternational, and judith as a dedicated
volunteer-their commitment to the area started in 1952
during Ira's medical residency and has continued to grow
over the last 50 years.
Ira, having earned his medical degree from the
University of Cincinnati in 1951, accepted a residency in
obstetrics and gynecology with Washington University's
School of Medicine at Barnes Hospital. "I had expected to
complete my residency before going into the service,"
Ira explains, "but the draft board had other ideas." The
couple spent two years at Wright-Patterson Air force Base
ncar Dayton, Ohio, before returning to St. Louis in 1954.
"We thought we would only stay [in St. Louisl a few
years," Judith says. "We didn't know anyone here, and
our families were in Cincinnati." (And their families had
been influential in Ira and judith initially becoming a
couple. "Our grandparents were friends, and, knovving
that we attended the same high school, they wanted us
to date!" she says. "Finally we went out." The couple
married in 1952.)
Upon returning to St. Louis the second time, judith
was employed at Jewish Hospital, working with people
arriving from Europe who had been displaced by World
War Il. She evenrnally left that position to raise the
couple's three sons, but many years later, the courage
and heroism of the refugees Judith met helped to inspire
the founding of the St. Louis Holocaust Museum.

PHYSICIAN AND BUSINESSMAN
Following his residency, Ira began a fellowship at the
medical school in the field of infertility, which at that
time was a subspecialty of gynecology. "There was one
little room, an assistant, and me," he recalls. "Today,
reproductive endocrinology is a board-certified specialty
with nine physicians at the School of Medicine. [t's been
exciting to see the growth and progress in the field ."
for a couple of years, he worked with the late William
34
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Masters, who was a pioneer in infertility and professor
of clinical obstetrics and gynecology before pursuing his
celebrated studies of human sexuality.
In 1957, Ira entered private practice with the late
Mitchell Vanow, M.D. '41, professor emeritus of obstetrics
and gynecology at the School of Medicine. They formed one
of the first physician corporations in Missouri, Obstetrics &
Gynecology, Inc., which eventually grew to include eight
doctors. Gall became vice chief of staff and a member of the
board at st. John's Mercy Hospital, and he remained on the
faculty of the School of Medicine, where he recently retired
as a professor of obstetrics and gynecology. He retired from
private practice in 2002.

Employment and Rehabilitation Service and Goodwill
Industries); KMOX radio and the Suburban Journals named
her a Woman of Achievement in 1999.
judith also is one of the founders of the St. Louis
Holocaust Museum and Learnjng Center and chaired
the museum docents, many of whom are Holocaust
survivors. Located in a 5,OOO-square-foot facility at the
jewish Federation of St. Louis, the museum will celebrate
its 10th anniversary in May. It provides a chronological
history of pre-war jewish life in Europe, the rise of
Nazism and events from 1933 to 1945, and post-war events
including the Nuremburg Trials and jewish life following
the Holocaust. Exhibits include photographs, artifacts, and
personal accounts of the many Holocaust survivors who
emigrated to St. Louis.
Visitors to the Holocaust Museum come from across
the United States and around the world. In the past year,
25,000 students from 350 schools toured the exhibits,
including 1,000 students from St. Louis City schools,
who were provided with transportation. The museum
holds workshops for middle-school and high-school
teachers and offers export programs for classes that cannot
visit. Recently the museum received a grant from the
U.S. Department of justice to develop a pilot project with
St. Louis City Police at the Police Academy.
judith says: "There is a 1939 photograph in the museum
of a class in Hebrew school in Czechoslovakia. There are
three dozen children in the picture, and only one is known
to have survived the Holocaust. And you ask yourself:
'What would this child have become, or that one? What
SERVICE TO THE UNNERSITY AND BEYOND
wonderful
things might they have done?1II
lra and Judith also are generous with their time. Ira has
Ira and judith Gall have dedicated themselves to helping
served on the medical school's National Council for
others do great things. They have established scholarships
more than a decade and is a member of the Campaign
at the Miriam School and the Scholarship roundation of
committee for the ranell Learning and Teaching Center.
st. Louis, and in 1998 they endowed
He is a former board member of the jewish Federation
the Ira C. and judith Gall Professor
ship in Obstetrics and Gynecology
at the University's School of Medicine.
"Ira and Judy Gall have enabled
"My father instilled the belief that you have an obligation
us to grow and sustain our leading
gynecological cancer program, and
to give back to your community.... I am very grateful that
Ira has contributed significantly to
the
medical school's remarkable
we have been able to build on his example," says Ira Gall.
ascendancy through his clirtical
work and his wise and thoughtful
counsel," says William A. Peck, the
Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Distin
of St. Louis and a lifetime trustee of Temple Israel, where
guished Professor of Medicine and the former dean and
the Gall Sanctuary is named in the family's honor.
executive vice chancellor for medical affairs. "They are
judith currently is the programs chair for the William
wonderful people and absolutely committed to excellence.
Greenleaf Eliot Society. At the Miriam Foundation, she
I have learned a lot from them and cherish their friendship."
was a member of the board for many years and led the
Ira says: "Washington University School of Medicine is
fundraising effort for the new Miriam School, which
a superb institution with outstanding people. To belong to
continues the foundation's tradition of serving children
such a community makes you a better person and a better
with learning disabilities. She is a lifetime member of the
doctor. It has been the single most important professional
Jewish Hospital Auxiliary and a former board member
association in my life, and whatever we have been able to
of the Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, and she currently
contribute only partially repays what the School of
serves on the board of MERS Goodwill (Metropolitan
-Susan Wooleyhall Caine
Medicine has done for us."
That would be a successful career for most physicians,
but in 1970, Gall and Yanow founded Medicine Shoppe
International, Inc., a chain of community-oriented
franchised pharmacies that handle prescriptions and
medical supplies. The partners began with 15 pharmacies,
and by 1995, when Medicine Shoppe was purchased by
Cardinal Health, Inc., it was the largest franchiser of
independent pharmacies in the nation. In 1991, Gall and
Yanow were named "Master Entrepreneurs of the Year" by
Ernst & Young, Inc. Magazine and Merrill Lynch Business
Financial Services.
"It was a case of being in the right place at the right
time," Gall says, "yet there were times it was a real struggle.
We had a great opportunity and the good fortune to be
associated with some very fine people, but we put in a lot
of hours, and it didn't happen overnight. Our success was
a combination of hard work and a lot of luck."
In return, Ira and judith have shared their good fortune
with others. Ira says: "My father instilled the belief that you
have an obligation to give back to your community. He was
not a wealthy man, but he believed in helping others. I am
very grateful that we have been able to build on his example."
james R. Schreiber, the Elaine and Mitchell Yanow
Professor and head of the obstetrics and gynecology depart
ment at the medical school, says: "judith and Ira Gall are
true friends of Washington University. They have provided
resources to improve our academic programs, and they have
given wonderful support to my wife, Mary, and me."

®
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Serving New Alumni:
,..

", utstanding student leaders are a hallmark of
Washington University. Helping these student
... ..... leaders become alumni leaders is a new program
being coordinated by the Alumni Association.
Student leaders from the undergraduate classes of
2004 and 2005 (dubbed the" Alumni Transition Team")
have gathered with representatives of the Alumni
Association during their senior year to determine the
best way to ease the transition from campus life to the
alumni world, while helping retain class unity.
For the Class of 2004, the association joined with senior
class leaders in producing life after school. explained., a
book of helpful 'advice on everything from how to prepare
for a critical interview to setting up a retirement account.
The Alumni Association also helped pave the way for

I

students to retain their University e-mail address
beyond graduation. More than two-thirds of the
Class of 2004 signed on.
J.J. Stupp, M.B.A. '83, chair of the Alumni Board of
Governors, comments: "Student leaders have helped
us understand that we need to better articulate the
benefits, not just the responsibilities, of being an alum.
They know our University does a fantastic job in raising
the funds necessary to move Washington University
forward (and that they'll be called upon to help).
However, it is clear that we need to make them aware
that there are also many advantages to ~ ife as an alum .
Things like career networking, social and academic
opportunities, not to mention the ability to stay
meaningfully involved in the life of the University."

BENEFITS FOR ALUMNI ...

New and Old (as well as parents and friends!)
The Alumni Association
coordinates a wide variety of
programs encouraging lifelong
association with Washington
University. Alumni are
encouraged to take advantage
of the activities and services
available because of their
ties with the University. All
programs are available without
alumni dues, and most are open
to alumni, parents, and friends.
For more information,
visit the Alumni
Association online at

•

Washington
University Clubs
Co nnect with our
community at 40
Washington University
Clubs around the
world. Participate in
faculty presentations,
community service,
sporting events, cultural
outings, and more.

•

Career Connections
Parents and alumni
can join this inter
national network of
Washington University
community members
who have volunteered
to provide insight on
their education a nd
career paths.

•

Rings & Thi ngs
The official
Washington
University ring,
gifts, accessories,
and apparel may be
ordered online at
alumnLwustl.edu .
Click on "New for
Alumni, Parents,
and Friends."

The University's Alumni
Association joined with
senior class leaders
from the Class of 2004
to produce life after
school. explained., a
reference book of
helpful advice from
proper dining etiquette
to the "ins· and ·outs·
of retirement accounts.

www,alumni.wustJ.edu
or call us at
(314) 935-5212.

LoVe

Your Money
~1It'
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j

On line Alumni
Directory
Password-protected and
designed exclusively for
the use of Washington
University alumni,
the Alumni Directory
allows you to update
your address, locate a
classmate, or find
alumni in your
community. To log
on, you'll need the
seven-digit Alumni
Identification Number
that appears above your
name on the back of
thi.s magazine.

•

I

Li brary Links
Alumni, parents, and
friends can take advan
tage of the University
Libraries' special page
of links and searchable
databases.

---'===.-=- ::.:.
-=-~

The Travel Program
One of the Alumni
Association's greatest
commitments to
lifelong learning is
our Travel Program,
offering more than a
dozen international
and domestic trips
each year, many led
by University faculty
m embers.

•

News of Note
Watch for Washington
University in St. Louis
Magazine four tim es
a yeaI, in addition to
n ews and invitation s
from your school.
One of the many
benefits of having
your e-mail on file
with the Online
Alumni Directory
is the monthly e-mail
newsletter @)Washingtol1
University in St. Louis.

Reunion
Celebrate with your
classmates and renew
old friendships. For
undergraduate alumni,
Reunion is held in the
spring-5th Reunion
classmates celebrate
during Thurtene
Carnival weekend
and older classmates
in con junction with
Commencement.
Reunions for graduate
alumni vary, and you
will be notified by
your school.

•

•

Alumni and friends joined with
fellow sponsors, the Kiwanis
Club of Richardson and
American Airlines, to help
build home-access ramps for
residents of Dallas and its
suburbs. The volunteer project
builds more than 200 ramps a
year and has installed more
than 1,200 ramps to date.

Your Records
Student transcripts
are now available
without a fee!

•

Special Events
If you live in the
St. Louis area, or
when you visit,
take advantage of
educational oppor
tunities on campus,
including alumni
Century Club
breakfasts, the
Assembly Series
lectures, the Travel
Lecture Series, and
courses offered
through the various
academic divisions.
Alumni are invited
to Founders Day each
fall, a gala evening
featuring prominent
spea kers.

• Atlanta Community
Food Bank
Founded in 1979, the Atlanta
Community Food Bank provides
food and other donated
products to more than 750
nonprofit partner agencies
serving 38 counties. Volunteers
from Washington University
spent a day in the Prod uct
Resource Center, helping to sort
and pack items for distribution.
Pictured: Neal Frenkel, M.D. '88,
volunteers with his children,
Jacob and Jennie.
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MAT E S
e want to hear about
recent promotions,
honors, appointments,
travels, marriages (please report
marriages after the fact), and
births so we can keep your class
mates informed about important
changes in your lives.

W

Please send news to:
ClassMates
Washington University
in St. Louis
Campus Box 1086
One Brookings Drive
St. Louis, MO 63130-4899
Fax (314) 935-8533
E-mail classmates@aismail.wustl.edu

Entries will appear, as space permits,
in the earliest possible issue, based on
the order received.

If you want your news to appear also
in a separate publication your school
may provide, please send your news
directly to that publication.

ALUMNI CODES
AR Architecture
Business
DE Dentistry
EN Engineering
FA Art
GA Grad. Architecture
GB Grad. Business
GO Grad. Dentistry
GF Grad. Art

au

GL
GM
GN
GR
HA
. HS
LA
LW
MD

Grad. Law
Grad. Medicine
Grad. Nursing
Grad. Arts & Sciences
Health Care Admin.
House Staff
Arts & Sciences
Law
Medicine

Paul H. Streich, LA 34, who, at
90, now resides with his wife at the
church-related Uplands Retirement
Village in Pleasant Hill, Tenn., has
written a manuscript covering
their 32 years spent in Ecuador as
members of the United Andean
Indian MiSSion, a joint project of
three Christian denominations
Methodists, Presbyterians, and the
United Church of Christ (UCC). For
many years, the Streiches resided in
adohe or rammed earth houses at
the mission farm on a slope of
Mt. Mojanda, SO miles north of
Quito. They supervised schools for
Indian chilllren and adults, estab
lished medical dispensaries, and
joined with others to begin a food
co-op and a handicrafts program.

~$
Doris Millner Kaplan, EN 49,
who resides in Longboat Key, Fla.,
says, "(I'm) honored to have been
recognized in the new sesquicen
tennial book ahout our alma mater
as one of the first three women to
complete an engineering degree at
the University." She says she can't
wait to share the book, Beginning a

Great Work: I¥ashillgton University ill
St. LOllis, 1853- 2003, with her
husband, three sons, and eight
grandchildren, aged 2 to 25 years.

~s
Gloria Banghart StrulIlbaugh,
UC SO, GR 5 I, who began teaching
elementary physical education in
38

MT
NU
OT
PT
51
5U
5W
TI
UC

Manual Training
Nursing
Occupa. Therapy
Physical Therapy
Sever Institute
Sever Inst. Undergrad.
Social Work
Tech. & Info. Mgmt.
University College

his letters, the book tells the story
of Post, an American land specula
tor in the early 18005, who was
obsessed with creating "the greatest
empire on eartb." This aspiration
led him to establish the town of
Chesterfield, Mo., in 1818.
Tran Gordley, FA 56, an artist
based in the Philadephia area, was
elected in 2003 to the Board of
Philadelphia Tri/States Artists
EqUity. He and his wife, Marilyn
Classe Gordley, FA 54, had a two
person show at the Atlantic City
Art Center, Atlantic City, N.j., from
Dec. 2, 2004, to]an. 31 , 2005.
Patricia A. Melechell, 01' 56,
recently facilitated University
College's Lifelong Learning course
on accepting our mortality.

~s

Hoyd E. Bloom, MD 60, Univer
sity trustee and former editor of
Scimce Mosozine, has been awarded
the Walsh McDermott Medal,
given annually to a member of the
Institute of Medicine (lOM) who
1950 and has taught full time
has provided distinguished service
since 1959, r(o'(ired from the
to the National Academies, com
St. Louis Public Schools in 1999.
prising 10M, National Academy of
She has been teacbing at Sacred
Engineering, National Academy
of Sciences, and National Research
Heart School in Festus, Mo., for
Council. Bloom's service has
the past five years. Her husband,
John Howard Strumbaugh,
included serving two terms on the
BU 49, died in 1992. Gloria's five
10M Council and on the group's
children-four boys and one girl
membership committee, as well as
are now adults.
speaking at annual and regional
Patricia DuBose Duncan, I'A meetings.
54, of Rockport, Maine, has donated
Millie (Kovacevich) Klock
photographiC images-several stills enkemper, LA 60, was the
and a two-hour videotape-{)f
2003--D4 recipient of Saint Louis
University'S M. Cathlin Casey
photographer Gordon Parks to the
Award for Teaching Excellence for
Gordon Parks Center for Culture
and Diversity at Fort Scott (Kan.)
her "exemplary service to Saint
Louis UniveJsity's 1818 Advanced
Community College. The images
resulted from Duncan's commission College Credit Program at St. Louis
from Life Magazille to document
Gateway Technical High SchooL"
Parks' two tours of ma jor prairies in She was chosen from nominees
from the nearly 70 schools paJlici
Kansas, his home state, during the
summer and fall of 1979. Duncan
pating. Klockenkemper recently
retired from her career as a high
herself focused on the tallgrass
prairie in a traveling exhibition and school English teacher in the
her book of color photographs.
SI. I.ouis Public Schools, including
Duncan, who received a Distin
Gateway Institute of Technology,
guished Alumni Award from Wash a magnet school where she had
ington University in 1980, is repre
taught since 1992.
sented in permanent collections of
The Rev. E. (Elmer) Jack
several museums and in numerous
Ulrich, LA 61, was named pastor
corporate and private collections.
emeritus IJY SI. ]obn's United
Marilyn C1asse Gordley,
Church of Christ (U.c.c.) in
Cannelton, Ind., where he served
FA 54, and her husband, Tran
Gordley, fA 56, artists based in the from 1964-68. In July 2002, he
Philadelphia area, had a two-person retired from active ministry after
show at the Atlantic Citv Art Center serving Zion U.c.c. in Elberfeld,
in Atlantic City, N.j., fro'm Dec. 2,
Ind., for 29 years.
Howard Benoist, LA 64,
2004, to Jan. 31, 200S. Included
has been apPOinted provost of
were their recent prints, drawings,
and paintings.
Our Lady of the Lake University
Elizabeth Gentry Sayad,
in S.m AntoniO, Texas.
LA 55, GR 03, has written A Yankee
Irving Max Schwab, LA 64,
GR 66, of Springfield, Mo., who
i/l Creole COllnll),: The Ullfillished
Vision of1l1stlls Post ill Frontier
received a bachelor's degree and
St. LOllis (Virginia Publishing, 2004). master's degree in history from
Through a stunning collection of
Washington UniverSity, now is a
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doctoral student in history at
the University of Alabama in
Tuscaloosa. I'or his ~tudy there in
2004-05, he received a Graduate
Council Fellowship, and he
received the 2002 Albert Burton
Moorc Memorial Award for Out
standing Graduate Work in History.
Sue Schwartz, GR 65, who is
proud to be a professional program
graduate of the Central Institute for
the Deaf in St. Louis, has written
two books-Ciloices in Dea(i"lfss and
Tile New Lal1guage of'Toys. She has
two granddaughters and a grand
son on the way.
Leslie KlovilIe Plimpton,
LA 66, who earned a law degree
C/lm laude from Boston College in
1982, is a "Best of Boston" lawyer,
according to Boston magazine's
editors and writers. Of lloston
attorneys handling trusts and
estates, she was one of four chose~n,
and, in the magazine's October
2002 edition, she was described
as "very accessible to clients."
Howard C. Topel, LA 66, now
is director of gynecologic surgery at
Rush North Shore Medical Center
in Skokie, Ill., an affiliate of Rush
University Medical Center in
Chicago. A pioneer and leadeJ in
the advancement of major gyneco
logic laparoscopic surgery, he was
first in the Chicago area to perform
a laparoscopic hysterectomy.
Jack L. Block, LA 67, GB 68, a
partner at Sachnoff I';: WeaveJ law
firm in Chicago, received the 2004
Edwin A. Rothschild Civil Liberties
Award [rom the American Civil
Liberties Union of Illinois in honor
of his extensive pm bono work in
the area of racial justice and affir
mative action.
Leslie "Les" S. Cutler, DE 68,
has retired to Martha's Vineyard,
Mass. , after serving as chancellor
and provost of the University
of Connecticut Health Center
in Farmington and as the chief
science and technology business
officer for the University of Con
necticut System.
David M. Grossman, GR 68,
GR 73, of Coconut Grove, Fla., has
been appointed vice provost of the
School of Professional and Contin
uing Studies at Thomas Edison
State College in Trenton, N.J.
William Siedhoff, UC 68,
SIN 73, who is director of the
Department of Human Services
for the City of St. Louis, was
awarded a 2004 Children's Cham
pions Outstanding Leaders Award
in the category of Governmental
Leadership. The award is made by
the SI. Louis Children's Agenda,
which consists of more than 700
individuals representing some
300 businesses, agencies, and
community organizations.
John P. Wareham, GB 68,
was appointed to the executive
council of the Medical Center of '

..

Showalter also has a private
psychatherapy practice in Hender
sonville, N.C.
Nikki Stern, LA 71, a public
relations and cammunicatians
consultant to the architecture and
design cammunities, serves an
the New Jersey September 11th
Memorial Prafessional Advisory
Cammittee. The cammittee, in
partnership with the members af
the :-.Jew Jersey's Families' Memorial
Cammittee, judged the design
David M. Cook, LA 70, LW 74,
GL 79, who practices law in Den
cam petition for the state's Septem
ber 11th Memarial, to. be dedicated
ver, has been elected chairman af
to the nearly 700 New jersey men,
the baard o.f Gaad Shepherd Cam·
munities, which aperates hames far wamen, and children who. were
last in the 9/11 attacks. Stern's
the develapmentally disabled. The
husband, James Potorti, a vice
arganization serves mare than 800
persons in Califarnia, Colarado,
president with Marsh &: Mclennan,
was lost at the Warld Trade Center
Oregan, and Washingtan.
on Sept. 11, 200 I.
Avner Falk, GR 70, af
Jerusalem, a foremost palitical
Sanford Teplitzky, LA 71,
who chairs the Health Law Depart
psychalagist and Israeli psychahis·
tarian, has authored Fratricide ill tile ment at the law firm af ObcrlKaler, .
in Baltimore, is listed in Til£' Best
Holy Lalld: A P~)'chollnalytic \fiew Ilf
tile Arab-Israeli Conflict (Wiscansin
Lawyers ill America 2005-2006
Press, 2(05). It is the first English·
for his depth af experience and
knawledge in the area of health
language book to. apply psycho
care. Less than 3 percent of all
analysis to. the mast intractable
attorneys in the natian are selected
international struggle in the warld
for this hanar, and he has heen
taday-the Arab-Israeli canflict.
Toby Stein Black, OT 71,
listed in the publicatian far mare
who. resides in Bawling Green, Ky.,
than 11 years.
Andrew TlIzinski, HA 71,
enjays a private pediatric practice
af Millerstown, Pa., who retired
and cantracting services. Her twa
children are yaung adults entering
in 1994, is warking an his sheep
professional careers.
farm and restaring a 1754 stone
house, an I H40 stane house, and
Elaine "Shana" Folgeman
Clark, LA 71, resides in Haustan,
an I H03 brick mansian with seven
wh ere she is a psychatherapist/
fireplaces.
YlIk-Kellng "Albert" lp, EN
caunselar in private practice. She
73, was appainted managing direc
enjays gardening, photagraphy,
and traveling to. national parks,
tar and head of glabal transactian
amang ather interests. E-mail:
services at Citigroup in Hang Kang
shanaC@pdq.net
in April 2003. He and his wife, Pasy,
judy Pfaff, FA 71, a renowned
have ane daughter, Isabelle.
sculptor and painter and the IUchard
Gregory Mixon, LA. 74, assis
B. Fisher Professar in the Arts at
tant professar af history at the
University af Narth Carolina in
Bard Callege in Annandale-an
Charlotte, is authar of The A tim Ita
Hudsan, N.Y., received a 2004
MacArthur Fellowship from the
Riot: Rllce, Class, and Violence ill a
jahn D. and Catherine T. MacArthur New South City (University Press af
Flarida, 2(04), which traces the
Faundatian. Each Fellow receives
roats af the Atlanta Riat af 1906.
$500,000 in "no. strings attached"
support aver the next five years.
Chao-Chinng Lee, GA 75, af
Thomas Shapiro, GR 71, GR
Haustan was appointed to. the
78, has jained The Heller Schaal
Texas Military Facilities Cammis
sian, which canstructs, maintains,
for Sacial Policy and Management
at Brandeis University in Waltham,
and renovates faciliti es far use
Mass., as the Pokrass Prafessar
by the Texas National Guard. He
af Law and Sacial Palicy. His
is president and CEO af STOA
latest boak is Tile Hidden Cost of
International Architects, based
in Houston.
Beillg African Amelican (Oxfard
john E. Spigle, LW 75, has
University Press, 2004). Previausly,
he co-authared the award-winning
jained Stallard & Schuh, a title
insurance campany, as legal counsel
book Black Wealth/Wllite Wenlth.
in its Lafayette, Ind., office. E-mail:
He resides with his wife and san
jspigle@stallardandschuh.com
in Bastan.
Linda Ray Showalter, SW 71,
Mark Dillen Stitham, MD 75,
recently traveled to South Karea
played the role af a dactar in ABC
and Mangalia to establish an office Televisian's hit series Lost. He has
in Mangalia far Christian World
acted in several series shot in
Adaptian. She is a program directar Hawaii, including lake alld tile
Fatman, RaveII, and Unsolved
for the agency, which warks with
Mysteries, but this is only his
families acrass the United States
who want to. adopt internatianally. second role as a doctor. The first
the University of Ca lifarnia in
Irvine. !:Ie is chairman and chief
executive officer of Beckman
Coulter, a biamedical company
based in Fullerton, Calif., which
makes praducts used in haspital
laboratories, physicians' affices,
and group practices.

~s

was for a Japanese shaw, Hotel,
wbich , for a season, was shat in
Hawaii. He said he couldn't under
stand his fellaw actors, but that
the good part was he was allowed
to make up his awn dialague.
David M. Zemel, SW 75, af
Tulsa, Okla., has jained Haimes,
Radfard & Avalan, a fundralsing
consultancy, as vice president and
has established the Tulsa office af
the St. Lauis-based firm. Zemel
previously was seniar program
afficer with the Charles and Lynn
Schusterman family Foundation
in Tulsa.
Mark A. Bartean, EN 76, a
leading researcher in catalytiC
science and the Rabert L Pigfard
Professar and the chairpersan af
the Department of Chemical
Engineering at the University af
Delaware in Newark, was the 2004
winner af the Francis Alison
Award, that university's highest
faculty hanor. It recagnizes schol
arShip, professional achievements,
and dedication.
Margaretj. Levine, LA 76,
has maved to Atlanta, where she
is directar af corporate security for
Georgia Pawer and other affiliates
of Sauthern Company in Georgia.
Recently, she hecame the first
woman elected to. the baard af
directors of the Internatianal
Security Management Assaciation.
Greg Hoxworth, LA 77,
GB 1l4, was promoted to president
af acquisitions and develapment
for Cambined Properties, Inc.,
with affices in Las Angeles and
VVashingtan, D.C. Greg's nephew,
Kellen Haxworth, Arts & Sciences
Class af '08, is a member of the
cross-countrv team.
Wayne N. Miller, GA 77,
recently was promoted to assaciate
principal at Lucien Lagrange
Architects in Chicago.
joyce A. Hagin, DE 78, and
Larry Reich were married on
June 30, 2001. She has had her
awn private dental practice in
Hanolulu since 1985.

E®s
Carolynn Finegold Wolff,
LA HO, DE 84, says: "I am living
happily in St. Louis. Have my own
practice; great husband; daughter,
16; and san, who. is a freshman at
Washington University." E-mail:
cfw I dmd I@aal.com
Steven c. Beer, LA 81, has
jained law firm Greenberg Traurig
as a sharehalder in its office in
Jew Yark City. He practices
entertainment law and focuses
his practice an music, film , and
celebrity licensing.
Melanie Cornelius, LA 81,
who, after earning a law degree,
was licensed in 1985 to. practice
law in Ohio, celebrated her II th
year with the Ohio Attorney
SPRING 2005

General's Office in Octaber 2004.
Now senior assistant attarnev
general, she received the 2064 Ohio
Attarney General's Innovatian and
Excellence Award last November.
Randal Farber, GB 81, a
partner in the business transactians
section af the Houston office of
law firm jacksan Walker, was
named a "Super Lawyer" by Texas
M(JIIlilly magazine for 2004. Super
Lawyers are the top 5 percen t of
attarneys in each state, as chasen
by their peers.
jessica M. Gold~tein, LA 82,
af Seattle, is a theater educator
at the Washington Academy of
Performing Arts, Freehold StudiO,
Seattle Children's Theatre, and
Sitka Fine Arts Camp. In 2004, she
tau red with Perseverance Theatre
Campany thraugh Alaska and
Canada and directed productians
by the Rata Bangala School in
Kathmandu, Nepal. She also made
an independent film an the
Swinomisb Reservatian. E-mail:
bespecificCctaal.com
Sharon Lynn Markowski,
EN 82, of Broad Broak, Cann.,
who. is an actuarial assaciate at
The Hartford insurance company,
has been named a fellaw of the
Casualty Actuarial Society.
Brian S. Zachariah, LA 82,
director af the Divisian of Emer
gency Medicine at the University
af Texas in Galveston, has been
named the first Elaine Mantaath
Fleming, M.D. Professor afImer
gency Medicine.
Elizabeth "Beth" (Lippin
cott) Leatherman, LA 83,
annaunces the birth of Natalie
Carolina in May 2004. She joins
her brothers, Tabar and Alex.
Dennis McGrew, EN 83, is
chief marketing officer far Cargill
Daw, manufacturer of the world's
first cammercially available plastic
made fram 100 percent annually
renewable resources. He directs
glabal commercial efforts for envi
ronmentally beneficial replacements
far petroleum-based materials.
Michaelj. Rogovin, EN 83,
was appointed deputy to. the presi
dent/chief of staff far City Callege
af New York, whase president is
Gregary Williams.
Morris Z. Rosenberg, LA 83,
EN 83, Sl 86, was promoted from
vice president far develapment to
senior vice president for develop
ment at Seattle Genetics, which
discovers and develaps manoclonal
antibody-based therapeutics to
treat cancer and ather human
diseases. He is respansible for
managing the company's process
develapment, manufacturing
activities, quality assurance, and
quality cantral.
Susan F. Smith, BU 83, execu
tive vice president and chief
financial officer of Metropalitan
National Bank in Little Rack, Ark.,
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was named to the "25 Most Power
ful Women in Banking" list for
2004 compiled by U.s. Banker
magazine.
Thomas K- Tsotsis, EN 83, was
selected as a Technical fellow of the
Boeing Company. Now working in
the company's Phantom Works-
Materials and Process Engineering
Division at Huntington Beach,
Calif., Tsotsis has worked at Boeing
for eight years, specializing in the
research and development of com
posite materials for aerospace
applications.
Michael J. Simon, LA 85,
and his wife, Julie, announce the
birth of their fourth child (and
first daughter), Christianna, on
Sept. 3, 2004. Julie has "moved her
practice of p<.'<.liatrics to the home
front, while Michael's practice in
internal medicine remains more
conventional." The family resides
in Colts Neck, N.j. E-mail: mescca@
optonline.net
AUan David Anderson, MD
86, and Amy Zadeik Anderson,
HA 86, have relocated to Logan,
Utah, where Allan is a general and
vascular surgeon with Intermoun
tain Health Care's Budge Clinic.
Amy is helping their three children
settle into life in Logan.
Sylvia Rose Augustus, LA 87,
who resides in Kansas, is the
regional historic preservation officer
and regional fine arts officer for the
General Services Administration i.n
Kansas City, Mo. She is responsible
for the stewardship of historic
federal buildings in Iowa, Kansas,
Missouri, and Nebraska. E-mail:
yellacorvette(a)hotmail.com
Paula M. Bristol, SW 87, is
a therapist/team coordinator at
Graydon Manor in Leesburg, Va.,
a facility providing treatment for
children and adolescents with
serious emotional problems. She
says, "After more than 30 years in
the profeSSion, I am still blessed to
love the work I do." Outside of
work, she focuses on her grandchil
dren, sports, and learning Italian.
Lori Brunsman, LA 87, and
David Brunsman, EN 87,
announce the birth of Jason
Emeric on Aug. 21,2004. He joins
his Siblings-Karen, 18; Kristine,
15; Kelly, 9; Luke, 7; Zane,S; and
Eleanor, 3. The family resides in
Occoquan, Va., where David works
for the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office and I.ori works for the
Environmental Protection Agency.
E-mail: brunsman@Verizon.net
E. Darrin Cox, llU 87, com
pleted a thoracic surgery fellowship
in June 2004 and now is serving
in the U.S. Army as attending
surgeon at Walter Reed Army
MedIcal Center in WaShington,
D.C. He also is assistant professor
of surgery at the UnHormed Services
University of the Health Sciences in
Bethesda, Md. He resides with his
40

wife, Kathleen, and sons-Adam,
18, and Caleb, 5-in Laurel, Md.
E-mail: edarrincox@comcast.net
Anthony "Tony" David
Thomas, LA 87, has been pro
moted to the rank of professor of
mathematics at the University of
Wisconsin in Platteville. He and
his wife, Carol, have four ch.lI
dren-Nicholas, 17; Haley, I 1;
i\lexander, 9; and Kelsey, 6.
E-mall: thomasto<.<!'uwplatt.edu
Nicholas A. Franke, LW 88,
was elected to a three-year term
on the board of directors and
appointed secretary of the Missouri
Chapter of the Turnaround Man
agement Association, a corporate
restructuring trade organization,
which has 6,700 members in six
nations. His practice, limited to
bankruptcy and corporate reorgani
zation, is in the St. Louis offa:e of
Spencer Fane Britt Browne.
Todd Greenberg, HA 88,
now manages the Department of
Dermatology at Weill Cornell
Medical College in Ithaca, N.Y.
S'Lee Arthur "Art" Hin
shaw U, LA 88, an expert on
mediation and oUler forms of
alternative dispute resolution,
now is director of the Lodestar
Dispute Resolution Program and
associate clinical professor of law
at Arizona State University in
Tempe. I'ormerly, he was on the
faculty of law schools at the Uni
versity of Missouri in Columhia
and at Washington UniverSity.
LeRoy A. Jones, MD 88, a
nationally known urologist who
specializes in prostetic implants
as well as male and femaIe sexual
medicine, has joined Urology San
Antonio. Previously, he served as
assistant professor of urology and
the head of sexual medicine at the
University of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio.
Jennifer Kennedy, LA 88,
says her first book, Wyoming Tnlcks,

True Love & the Weather Cham-leI,

been named editor of Academy of

Mal1agell1et1t Learning alld Eduwtion,
one of four journals published by
the Academy of Management. He
previously was associate editor for
the journal.
Dennis F. Dwyer, 1'189, has
joined Nielsen Media Research
in Oldsmar, Fla., as manager of
enterprise resource management.
He is responsible for architecting
and managing Nielsen's global
storage area networ.k CIlvironment.
Dwyer, who resides in Clearwater,
Fla., previously was manager of
enterprise infrastructure at Tampa
ELectric Company. In May 2003, he
retired as master chief petty officer
of the Navy reserves with 30 years
of service.
Laura Hromyak Hendrix,
LA 89, who received aJ.D. degree
from the University of Kentucky in
Lexington, is general counsel for
the Kentucky Legislative Research
Commission, wbich serves the
Kentucky General Assembly. She
resides in frankfort, Ky., with her
husband, Doug, and their three
children-Madeleine, Sydney, and
Cooper.
Lori Jones, GL 89, has joi.ned
TIlOmpson Coburn as a partner in
the firm's employee benefit practice.
She has extensive t~xperience in
employee benefit, penSion, and
executive compensation matters.
Before joining the firm, she was a
partner at Lewis, Rice & Fingersh,
where she started her law career.
Jones is president of the Bar Associa
tion of Metropolitan St. Louis.
David A. Levine, LA 89, is
catering manager for the New
England Patriots and Gillette Sta
dium. He and his wife, Sue, and
their two sons-Matthew, 4, and
Nate, 2-reside in Ashland, Mass.
Janni Lee Simner, LA H9
(English and American literature),
LA 89 (biology), a writer who resides
in Tucson, had her short story Stone
Tower included in the book Gothic!
Ten Original Dark Tales for young
adults (Candlewick Press, 2004) and
had other stories publisbed in fall
2004 editions of Cricket magazine.
Her next book, with the working
title Tiemay West, ProfeSSional Adven
turer, will be published by HoLiday
House. Web site: www.simner.com

came out in March 2004. The
collection of essays includes "How
I Became a Blond," which is about
her arrival at WaShington Univer
sity as a "Colorado girl among
dark-haired Easterners."
1st Lt. Michael A. Seale, LA 88,
who enlisted in tbe National Guard
after 9/11, completed basic combat
training, officer candidate school,
and the infantry officer basic
course. Placed on active duty
as part of Operation Enduring
Jonathan Fox, LA 90, and his
wife, Hedva, announce the birth
Freedom and sent to Afghanistan,
he now is platoon leader for 3/C
of their first son, Daniel, on July 22,
(TaskForce 168) U.S. Army.
2004. Jonathan recently was pro
James R. Bailey, GR 89, GR 91, moted to senior lecturer in the
professor of organizational behav
political studies department of
Bar Han University in Ramat Gao,
ior and development at the busi
Israel. In addition, his third book,
ness school of George Washington
Bringins Relision into Intemational
University in Washington, D. C.,
and research fellow at that unive.r
Reiatiol1S, recently was published
sity's Graduate School of Education (Palgrave-MacMlllan, 2004). [-mail:
and Human Development, has
foxjon@mail.biu.ac.il
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Denise D. ·Harper, GR 90,
is vice president of human
resources for Meramec Valley
Bank in St. Louis. She says she
enjoys her work and would love
to hear from any 1990 M.A. gradu
ates in human resources. E-mail:
irishlady(robircb.net
Lynn Imergoot, UC 90,
assistant athletic director at the
University, notes that tbe 2004---()5
year mar ks the 30th anniversary
of the re-institution of women's
intercollegiate athletics at Washing
ton University. They were halted
in 1955 by A. Gwendolyn Drew
and restarted by Robert L. Virgil,
now a University tmstee, in 1975.
Women's sports then were swim
ming, tennis, and volleyball.
Imergoot says, "We've come a
long way."
Ron Jones, GB 90, was pro
moted to director of Lockwood
Greene's global pharmaceutical
and biotechnology business unit,
in Somerset, N.]. The firm is the
nation's oldest continually mn
engineering company with offices
worldwide.
Charles R. Kaplan, LA 90,
and his Wife, Karen, announce tbe
birth of Hallie Claire on Aug. 16,
2004. Charles recently became a
partner at Georgia Urology in Cobb
County, Ga.
Keith Mortman, LA 90, and
his wife, Kristy, anllounce the birth
of their third child, Kaitlyn, on
Sept. 6, 2004. She joins her broth
er~Ryan, 8, and Jonathan, 3. The
family resides near Springfield,
Mass., where Keith is an aSSistant
professor of cardiothoracic surgery
at Raystate Medical Center.
Tamara (Stephenson) Paul,
OT 90, and her husband, Gary B.
Paul, EN 91, announce the birth
of Jonatban on ./an. 6, 2004. He
jOiJ1S his brothers, Benjamin and
Timothy. Gary works for SBC in
San Antonio, Texas.
Beth (Adelman) Warner,
LA 90, and her husband, Andy,
who received an A.B. degree from
Emory University in Atlanta in
1989, announce the birth of Alexa
Simone on July 28, 2004. She
joins her sister, Sloane, 3. lleth is
director of the Atlanta office of
Share Our Strength, a national
nonprofit that inspires and orga
nizes individuals and businesses to
share their strengths in innovative
ways to help end hunger. E-mail:
bwamer(iilstrengtb.org or
abwarner@mindspring.com
Chip Wilson, EN 90, has been
appointed chief technoloh'Y officer
of Geniant, an information tech
nology consulting fum in Dallas.
He has been principal consultant
for the firm for the past five years.
E-mai.!: chipwilson@bigfoot.com
Steven Cohen, LA 91, was
co-creator of the television series
Jack & Bobby, which premiered
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September 2004 on the WB net
work. The series tells the story of
two teen brothers, one of whom
will become president of the
United States in 2041. It is set in
Missouri, where their mother
teaches at a urtiversity. Previously,
Cohen worked in the White
House during the first six years
of the Clinton administration.
Nichol M. Lee, LA 91 , MD 95,
is taking a break from practicing
pediatrics to experience "the
other side of pediatrics" as a stay
at-home mother. Lee, who sepa
rated from the Navy in 2002, is
married to Gabriel Lee, also a
pediatrician, who is an active
duty naval officer. J-Ie is the
department head of the pediatrics
clinic at Naval Hospital Camp
Lejeune in Jacksonville, N.C.
Michael Sater, FA 91 , princi
pal and creative director of Sater

WASHINGTON

hearing from you again!" E-mail:
kathy@blackcat66.freeserve.co.uk
Michael A. Spielman, LA 91,
of Shaker Heights, Ohio, now is
vice president and chief finan cial
officer of Hudson Metals Corpora
tion. The company, based in New
York City, is a merchant in off
exchange traded metals used in
superallys, stainless steels, specialty
alloys, electronics, chemicals, and
batteries. He also serves part time as
counsel to the national law finn
Tucker Ellis &; West on corporate,
sec.urities, and tax matters, based
in the firm's Cleveland office.

Creative, an Atlanta-based graphic
design and creative services
agency, has opened an office in
Charlotte, N.C., as the firm's
second southeast regional office .
[-mail: michael@satercreative.com
Lester Sallow, LA 91, now
is an equity portfolio manager
for Cabot Money Management
in Salem, Mass. He and his wife,
Tara, and son, Logan, reside in
Andover, Mass. E-mail: lester.
sa tlow@comcast.net
Kathy Sehnare, GR 9 I, and
her husband have, "after II years
trotting around the globe," moved
back to the United States, thanks
to her husband's company decid
ing to relocate them from the
United Kingdom to rvlalvern, I'a .,
on the outskirts of Philadelphia.
She says, "We're starting to settle
in, but; if any old fri ends from
Wash. U. are in the area, I'd enjoy
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Barb (Wehmeyer) Stock,

EN 91, and her husband, Dan Stock,
announce the birth of
Natalie Marie on Aug. 19,
2004. She joins sisters
Leah, 6; Stephanie, 4; and
Bridget, 1. The family
resides in Belleville, Ill.

David Begler,

Tracy L. Blevins, LA 92, a
postdoctoral research associate in
biomedical science at Rice Univer
sity in Houston, is a scientist, artist,
and politician.
Jordan Forman, BU 92, and
his wife, Jodi, announce the birth
of Joshua Michael Forman on
Dec. 31 , 2003. The family resides
in Smyrna, Ga. Jordan is an
associate attorney with Kaufman,
Milier &; Sivertsen in Atlanta .
E-mail: Jordan61 9@aol.com
John Sehold, LW 92, has joined
Cognis Corporation, a German
specialty chemicals company, as
senior counsel at their North Amer
ica headquarters in Cincinnati.

A.B, '85

Class Reunion at 11,000 Feet

H

igh in the Sierras, as
a hailstorm rages, six
Washington University
alumni are having a debate.
We are at an elevation of
11,000 feet in Kings Canyon
National Park in California,
and the temperature is drop
ping. Our raingear is soaked
through, and we're getting
chilled. This is not good . Being
cold and wet in the mountains
can be dangerous, if not deadly.
Under a tarp hastily strung
up between a few scraggly
trees, we discuss our options.
Some guys want to keep
moving to stay warm . Others
think we should quickly set
up a tent, even though the
ground is a muddy mess. 1
can sense the tension building,
so I do what all seasoned
mountaineers do in the face
of imminent danger: 1 start
to sing, show-tune style:
"Hypo, hypothermia! Hypo,
hypothermia!" The boys join
me in a rousing chorus: "Hypo,
hypothermia!"
Welcome to Ali Bali.
Every summer for the last
16 years, a bunch of guys who
met at Washington U. have
ventured into the wilderness
for a week of backpacking,

peak-bagging, and outdoor liv
ing. It's a tradition we call"Ali
Bali," though no one can say
for sure what that name means .
Ali Bali was born in June
1989, when Brian Oster and I
embarked on a bike trek from
New York to California . We
mapped our route to reach
Montana's Glacier National
Park on July 22, where we met
our Washington U. friends
for a backpacking trip. Every
summer since then, we have
explored wild places all over
the country.
Miles from civilization,
totally self-sufficient, on
Ali Bali we take leave of our
professions and our families
and enter a world unto our
selves, renewing the bonds
we made at college. We spend
our days hiking on trails and
scrambling up peaks. We tell
the same jokes and stories
we've told for years. We sing
silly songs, and call each other
nicknames like Me. Portions,
Lefty, Chouteau, Mountain
Charlie, and Dorak. But we also
compare notes on our present
lives. All in the most beautiful,
most inaccessible places in the
country. Everyone prepares
meals-and we have taken the

art of backcountry
cooking to new highs
(Charlie's Mexican
Fiesta, with fresh
David Begler (in red shirt) and his Washington
guacamole) and lows
University friends gather every summer for a
(like the time Mike
different adventure. Above, they vacationed in
added dirty dishwater
the San Juan Mountains, Colorado, in 1992.
to his Thai curry) .
When we began this
winter the, e-mail rounds will
tradition, we were all single,
in our mid-twenties. Now we're begin. Where to next trip?
Alaska? The Canadian Rockies?
in our forties, with families,
In the spring, we'll dig our
mortgages, and demanding
jobs. Each year it gets harder to backpacks from the closets and
start training. We'll show up at
tear ourselves away. But that's
some trailhead somewhere and
precisely why we continue to
marvel that we pulled it off
do it. On Ali Bali we get to
another year. Though I can't
experience the freedom and
tell you the exact meaning of
camaraderie we had at the
the name Ali Bali, I'm quite sure
University. And the older we
it has something to do with the
get, the more we appreciate it.
spirit of friendship.
Back at 11,000 feet, the
Current and past members
clouds have parted to frame a
small patch of blue. The hail has of Ali Bali:
David Begler, A.B. '85
let up, leaving it stunning blanket
Steve Deutsch, B.f.A. '86
of white on the ground. Crisis
Michael Dorf, A.B./B.S.R.A. '84
averted, we clear a space for tents.
George Gatch, A.B. '86
Someone goes to fill pots with
Dore Hainer, A.B . '84
water to boil for dinner, and
Richard Kessner, A.B . '84
another gets the stoves started.
Lars Langberg, A.B. '86
After 16 years, Ali Bali has an
Peter Ostrow, A.B. '85
easy, natural rhythm when it
Brian Oster, A.B. '87
comes to setting up camp.
Joel Priest, A.B. '84
Tomorrow we'll go back to
Charlie Smith, B.S. '84
our families and our jobs, reju
-David Regie,; A.B. '85
venated. Sometime during the
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Sandra Van Trease, GB 92,
has been named group president of
St. Louis-based BjC HealthCare,
ont: of the largest nonprofit health
care organizations in the nation.
She will provide strateglc oversight
and direction for a select group of
community and rural hospitals in
the BjC HealthCare organization.
Ivy Brown, I.A 93, and her
husband, l'vlicah Buchdahl,
announce the birth of their first
child, l.i1y Helena Buchdahl. on
May 15, 2004. Ivy, who, prior to
maternity leave, had been market
ing manager fOr Sl'LENDA® No
Ca lorie Sweetener, was to become
marketing director, business devel
opment and inn ovation, for McNeil
Nutritionals, part of johnson &
johnson, in September 2004.
Carey Ehlert, LA 93, LA 93, a
neonatologist, has been iippointed
assistant professor of pediatrics at
the Medica l College of Wisconsin
in :Vlilwaukee and to the medical
staff of Children's Hospital of
Wisconsin, a major affiliate. Board
certified in pediatrics and neona
tology, her clinical emphasis is on
providing intensive care to criti
cally ill newborns and premature
infants. Her research focus is on
neonatal lung physiology and
mechanical ventilation.
josh Goldstein, LA 93, an
architect; his wife, Rachel Gold
stein, l.A 93, a Web designer; and
jOllathan Polsky, LA 93, a book
production manager, founded a
company selling Yiddish-themed
apparel in 2002. The company,
nam ed Shoytz ("shirts " with a
Yiddish accent), offers T-shirts and
baby bibs featuring clever plays on
Yiddish words at www.shoytz.com.
Spencer Corey Greene, LA
9:~ , has moved to Dayton, Ohio,
with his wife, Starr, their daughter,
Cam i, and their five cats-Roscoe,
Peaches, Abner, Kaitlin, and Blade.
Spencer, a physician in emergency
medicine, is EMS medical director
for Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
in southwestern Ohio between
Fairborn and Dayton. E-mail:
5Greene7<!»woh.fr.com
Shirley M. Hardgrave,
SW 93, says her husband, Jason
Hardgrave, who was employed at
Washington University's law
library in 1992- 93, has joined th e
history faculty at the University of
Sauthem Indiana in Evansville.
The family, including Alexandra, 4,
and Andreas, I , reloc:ated from
Lawrence, Kan ., to Newburgh, Ind .
josephj_ Harper, SW 93, men
tal health program administrator at
Menard Correctional Center of the
L1linois Department of Corrections,
co-authored "Enhancing Victim
Empathy for Sex Offenders" with
Mark S. Ca rich, Carole K. Metzger,
and Mirza SA Baig. The article was
publiShed in the IUllmal o( Child
Sexllal Abllse in December 2003.
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Adam (ATOM) Hartzell, LA
93, SW 96, has focused his writing
on world Cinema for the past six
years. He is a regu lar contributor to
the onlin e film studies journal, The
Film IUllmol, and to Koreanfilni .org.
He has a chapter in The Cinell/o of
lapall alld Koren (Columbia Univer
sity I'r('s5, 2004), and he co-pro
grammed th e South Korean films
at the 2004 Asian I'iIm Festival in
San Francisco. Hartzell resides in
San Francisco, where he works at
a software compan y.
Leslie (Smith) Iyer, LA 93, and
Surya lyer, 51 93, Sl 96, announce
the birth of their daughter, Macy
Kaveri , in May 2004. She joins
her sister, Zoe. The family reSides
in Santa Clara, Calif. Leslie is a
molecular biologist at Deltagen,
and Surya is a senior manager at
Applied Materials.
Daniel Maas, LA 93, has
launched ai 3, an Atlanta-based
architecture and interior design
firm, with three other partn ers.
The firm focuses on specialty com
merCial, corporate office, retail,
restaurant, and reSidential des ign.
Most recently, Maas was senior
associate at Thompson, Ventulett,
Stainback, & Associates and project
manager for the Georgia Aquarium.
Genevieve Peter-jalla, EN 93,
has two sons-Ethan, 3, and Adam,
1. She and her husba nd, Law Chun
Ming, along With the boys, reSide
in Sabah, MalaySia. Peter-Jaua is
an info rmation system officer for
Alliance Bank Berhad.
Lisa Sherman, LW 93, has
co-authored Sisters-ill-Law: All
Ullcel1sored ClIide (ur j'Vol1len Practic
illg Law ill the Real World (Sphinx

Publishing, an imprint of Source
books, Inc. , 2004), a humorous, but
substantive, guide to aspiring and
newly practicing women lawyers.
Sherman, who practices labor and
employment law, representing
management in California, and
who, with her husband, is rearing
two daughters, co-authored the
book with attorneys Deborah L.
Turchiano and [ill R. Schecter.
Carol (Webber) Van Ryzin,
LA 93, LA 93, and hl'r husband,
Eric, annoullce the birtb of Co nnor
Lee on Sept. 20, 2004. The famil y
resides in Silver Spring, Md.
Derek Wild, LA 93, and his
wife, Toni, who were married in
july 1997, announce the birth of
Cade n Gray o n Sept. 21. 2004. He
joins his Sister, 'Ie nnessee, born in
200 I. Derek is a manager with Bear
Creek Corporation in Medford , Ore.
E-mail: the-wilds«jJcharter.net
Arllor BieItvedt, GF 94, a
professional artist and art depart
ment head and instmctor at North
Shore Country Day School in the
Chicago area, recently has had his
work in several exhibitiOns, both
sol() and group. Venues have
included the Library of the Indian
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Trails Public Library District in
Wheeling, Ill.; the 2004 Biennial
International juried Exhibition at
the Brad Cooper Ga llery in Tampa;
the OCF Annual Art Exhibit in
Chicago; and a show at the Anne
Loucks Gallery in Glencoe, Ill.
Tamara Pester, LA 94, left her
position as counsel for First Data
Corporation to launcil Counsel
Connect, a lega l recruiting firm in
Denver focusing on the permanent
placement of attorncys with law
iirms and corporations. E-mail:
tamara0·, (ounsel-connect.com
Eileen Sharkey Rosenfeld,
I3U 94, and her husband, Robert
"Rob" D. Rosenfeld, BU 93,
LA 93, ali nOlm ce the birth of
Maxwell Spen cer on june l2, 2004.
The family resides in Highland
Park, a suburb of Chicago. Rob is
studying for an M.B.A. degree from
the University of Chicago, and
f.i1een is a brand manager at Kraft
Foods. [-mail: sharkeyrosenield«jJ
yahoo.com
Adam Elegant, LA 95, and his
wife, Rebecca, announce the birth
of Samantha Marie Elegant on
june 22, 2004. The family resides in
San FranCiSCO, where Adam is vice
president of the equities division
of Goldman Sachs. E-mail: adam.
degant@gs.com
Laura (Weinberg) Friedel,
LA 95, ilndjay Friedel, LA 94,
announce the birth of I1ana Sara
Frieciel on Oct. 15, 2004. The
family res ides in Northfield, IIi.
(-mail: laurafriedel((!lya hoo.com
or javelin 162«!)comcast.net
Erin (Schatz) Goldstein,
LA 95, and her husband, Marlon
Goldstein, announce the birth of
Emma Reese Goldstein on july 2,
2004. The family resides in Holly
wood, Fla.
julie Hopson, fYf 95, continues
to work as a physical therapist at
Trinity Outpatient Rehabilitation
Services in Rock Island, UL Primar
ily, she treats orthopaedic and
geriatri c patients.
Carrie Smalley johnson,
EN 95, and her husband, Brandon
johnson, anno unce the birth of
Audrey l.auren on Sept. 28, 2004,
at Royal Air Force Lakenheath
Hospital in Lakenheath, England.
Terese Kasson, GB 95, has
rejoined the faculty at McKendree
College in lebanon, III., as an
accounting instructor. Kasson,
who first jOined McKendree in 1995
after working as a CPA for Price
Waterhouse (now Pricewaterhouse
Coopers) in St. Louis, left the college
in 2000 to ca re for her children. She
and her husband, Bob, and their
three children reside in Breese, Ill.
Megan Kostal, BU 95, and her
hUSband, Thomas, announce th e
birth of their first child, Sophic
Elizabeth, on May 10, 2004. The
family reSides in Chicago. E-mail:
megan kosta I(mho!ma it corn

Deepti Malliotra, l.A 95,
an(1 Vivek Malhotra, EN 95,
announce th e birth of Rahil Shyam
Malhotra on March 15,2004.
The family resides in I'airfax, Va.
E-mail: vmalhot@yahoo.com
Rebekah Viloria, LA 95, and
Matthew Hunninghake, LA 95,
announce the birth of their second
daughter, Olivia Viloria Hunning
hake, on Sept. 15, 2004. The family
resides in Boston, where Rebekah
is an OB/GYN physician in private
practice and Marthew is in his
seco nd year of a pulmonary and
critical care fellowship at Brigham
& Women 's Hospital, which is
affiliated with Harvard University.
Evan Bronstein, GA 96, has
started his own design firm , Base
line Workshop, on WaShington
Avenue in downtown St. l.ouis.
The firm has three entities-an
art gallery, a Poliform showroom
(contemporary Italian furniture),
and an architectural design office.
The gallery recently opened with
a photographic exhibit by Brian
Kuhlman.
jason Eccker, BU 96, who
resides in Chicago, was promoted
to senior manager in Accenture's
Supply Chain practice. For the past
three years he has been working in
Washington, D.C., on a project for
the Departme nt of Defense. E-mail:
jason.eccker@accenture.com
Mark K1apow, LA 96, and his
wife, Kelly, announce the birth of
Zac hary Michael on Sept. IS, 2004.
He joins hi S Sister, Emily, 2. The
family resides in Washington, D. C.,
where Mark is an attorney at
Howrey, Simon. [-mail: klapowm@
howrey.com
Ayala Weiner, LA 96, and
Kenneth Usdin were married on
Nov. 6, 2004, in Lawrence, N.Y.
Guests included man)' University
alumni. Kenneth graduated from
Tufts University in Medford, Mass.,
in 1995, and Ayala earned a Master
of Science degree in physical
therapy from tbe University of
Miami in December 1999. The
couple resides in Manhattan,
where Ayala works as a ph ysical
therapist. E-mail: ajweinerii.!'
aoI.com
Michelle Kinman, LA 97, and
john Michael Musolino IV,
LA 95, were married on Oct. 9,
2004, in Omaha, Neb. They reside
in Santa Monica, Calif., where
john has his own design firm and
MicheHe is co-founder of C rudt~
Accountability, a nonprofit organi
za tion focused on environmental
justice in the Caspian Sea basin.
jonathan P. Wendt, LA 97,
now is an associate in the Omaha
offices of the law firm Blackwell
Sanders Peper Martin.
Abby Wilner, LA 97, and Ben
Miller were married in Washing
ton, D.C., their hometown, on
Nov. 13,2004. The wedding party

...

and guests included several
University alumni. They are
consultants, and they reside in
McLean, Va.
Mitchell Wllnsh, LA 97, and
Supriya Molina were married in
San Mateo, Calii., on Oct. 10,
2004. The wedding party and
guests included several University
alumni. The couple resides in
Washington, D.C., where Supriya
is an attorney for the U.S. Depart
ment of Housing and Urban
Development. Mitchell is a first
year law student at George Mason
University in Fairfax, Va. E-mail:
mkwunsh@yahoo.com
Jill Fahrner, LA 98, and
Matthew Frieman, LA 98,
celebrated their first wedding
anniversary on Oct. 11 ,2004.
Each received a Ph.D. degree
from Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore. The couple now
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resides in Durham, N.C., as
Fahrner is finishing an M.D./Ph.D.
degree and Frieman is working on
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS). E-mail: Jill_Fahmer@
med.unc.ed u
Amy Lindgren, OT 98, and
Erik Gfesser were married in
December 2000. Am y is a staff
occupational the.rapist at Elmhurst
lvlernol'ial Hospital in Elmhurst, III.
Ellen (Cohn) Menscher,
LA 98, and Corey L. Menscher,
LA 95, who were married in
September 2002, reside and work
in New York City. Ellen, who
graduated (rom Brooklyn Law
School in 2003, is a practicing
attorney, and Corey has been a
Web developer since graduation.
Kayla Moyer, OT 98, is an
occupational therapist in the
Houston (fexas) Independent
School District.
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Natalie (Richards) Packman,
BU 98, and Marc Packman, IlU
98, announce the birth of Noa h
David on Jun e 23, 2004. The family
resides in New York City, where
Marc works in commercial real
estate for Tishman Speyer Properties
and Natalie is an associate at the
law firm Willkie Farr & Gallagher.
Marissa Rubio, LA 98, illld
Ankur Shah, LA 99, were marri ed
in Chicago in October 2004. Ankur
is finishing a Ph.D. degree in molec
ular biology at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, and Marissa
is in her second year of an internal
medicine residency at Case West
ern's MetroHealth Hospital.
Johanna Schiavoni, LA 98,
earned a law degree from the Uni
versity of Southern Ca lifornia in
Los Angel es in 2002, and, after a
clerkship with a federal judge in
Los Angeles, she joined the

Debbie Busler,

A.B. '95, M.S.w. '97 •

New York office of Latham &
Watkins, where she litigates patent,
copyright, trademark, and com
mercial fraud matters. E.-mail:
johannascl1iavoni@'yahoo.com
Deborah K. Steele, 0'1' 98, and
her hUSband, Sean Steele, announce
the birth of th eir first child, Ella
Kay Steele, on July II, 2004.
Deborah is senior occupatjonal
therapist at Santa Clara Valley
Medical Center in San Jose. The
family resides in Sunnyvale, Calif.
Jason Zenger, EN 98, and
Jennifer Antonacci were married
on Nov. 6, 2004, in Ch icago.
Guests included several University
alumni. Jason is vice president of
Zenge r's Industrial Supply Com
pany in Melrose Park, Ill, and
Jennifer is a realtor at the Edge
brook (Chicago) office of Coldwell
Ilan ker. The couple resides in th e
Wildwood area of Chicago_

John Patrick Woolley,

AS. '94

'Social' Couple Lands in England

A

ter traveling around the
world, 26 countries on
six continents, Debbie
Busler, A.B. '95, M.S.W. '97,
has settled in England-for
the time being.
Busler is a senior social
worker, investigating allega
tions of child abuse and
neglect in the London
Borough of Hounslow. She
works closely with the police,
schools, health personnel,
sometimes the court system,
and the families to piece
together a picture of the
past-and to create a plan
for the family's future.
"The social work field is
undergoing big changes in the
U.K. now-requirements are
strengthening, the system is
evolving," she says. "It's an
interesting time to be here."
Busler moved to England
to accompany her longtime
partner, John Patrick Woolley,
A.B. '94, who is pursuing a
doctorate in science and reli
gion at Oxford University. The
two met in Umrath Hall, where
they were resident advisers.
They've been trotting around
the globe together ever since.
After Busler's graduation
they began their travels with a

three-week drive across the
country to California, where
Woolley began work on his
master's degree at the
Graduate Theological Union
in Berkeley. Busler accepted a
pOSition with a social service
agency in the Bay Area.
While there, she and Woolley
became active in tbe United
Nations Association (UNA),
a volunteer group that edu
cates the public about the
United Na tions.
Both Busler and Woolley
served on the UNA's board
of directors in Berkeley, after
being recruited by Nikki Van
Ausdall, A.B. '94 . The organi
zation, which was active in
the '60s, had waned in recent
years, so they were charged
with "breathing new life into
the group," says Busler.
That's when Busler merged
her lifelong love of running
with her passion for global
social justice. Together, she
and Woolley organized the
"Run for Peace," a SKIlOK run
and fund raiser for the Bay Area
United Nations Association.
"The run was a fun way to
raise awareness while raising
money, " she says. "And
they're still holding the run."

After California and before
England, Busler and Woolley
embarked on a nine-month
journey to all the places
they'd dreamed of seeing:
South Africa, Peru, Cambodia,
New Zealand, among others.
"After a few cross-country
road trips, we were inspired to
widen the playing field . While
in California, we began plan
ning and saving for a world
wide trip . It was the adventure
of a lifetime."
With Woolley's acceptance
to Oxford University, their
traveling focus shifted to
Europe, and Busler found her
talents in high demand in
England. While most U.S.
social workers have a master's
degree, social workers in the
U.K. need only a year (now a
three-year) general degree.
However, because of a handful
of highly publicized scandals
that have put the field under
scrutiny, the educational
requirements are now being
strengthened-though for
eign-trained social workers
are still sought after. In fact,
Busler works with a number
of international social workers,
hailing from Australia, South
Africa, and Canada.
SPRING 2005

As part of a nine-month worldwide
journey, Debbie Busler and John
Patrick Woolley visited Machu Picchu.
For h er, the most challenging
part of working in England is
the lack of autonomy social
workers are allowed. In the
United States, she could take
a case and run with it. But in
England, every step must be
supervised. Still, one day soon
Busler will be doing the super
vising. After less than a year on
the job, she's being promoted.
Also, as an expatriate, she
deals with a range of opinions
about Americans, some of them
rooted in myth, some in truth .
At work, she finds her " A.merican
style" of communicating
straightforward, concise-a
contrast to the U.K. style,
which is more "round-about. "
Despite the challenges, she
"wouldn't trade this opportun
ity for anything." -Nallcy A;fays
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Katherine Breslow, LA 99,
and Aaron Shrager were married on
August IS, 2004. The Shragers reside
in a suburb of Philadelphia. Kather
ine, who earned a maste.r's degree in
clinical psychology from Widener
University in Chester, Pa., is now a
doctoral candidate.
Heather Diamond, LA 99,
and Eytan Fisch were married in
September 2004 in Pittsburgh.
Eytan and Heather, who earned
a ).0. degree in May 2003 from
American University in Washing
ton, D.C., recently relocated
from there to New York City for
proximity to Heather's work as
an attorney with the Legal Aid
Society of Nassau County, N.Y.,
on Long Island.
Kristen (Armstrong) Matz,
GA 99, and her huSband, Steven,
announce the birth of Ella Louise
Armstrong Matz on March 6, 2004.
The family and their two dogs
reside in Chicago, where Kristen
and Steven work.
James E_ McCleisb, SI 99, who
resides in unincorporated Madison
County, III., was promoted to
manager, water resources engineer
ing at Horner & Shifrin, Inc.,
Engineers/Architects/Planners in
St. Louis. He is an environmental
engineer who has specialized in
the design of water treatment and
distribution facilities and waste
water collection and treatment
facilities for more than IS years.
He will be responsible for managing
the operations of the firm's Water
Resources Department.
Abra Parks, LA 99, and).
Bradley Stein were married Sept. 5,
2004, in downtown Chicago. The
Steins reside in San Fransicso, where
Abra is an occupational therapist.
E-mail: abrarebecca@gmail.com

Lauren (Wacht) Simkin,
FA 99, and her husband, Eric,
announce the birth of their first
child, Michelle Elaine Simkin, on
Oct. 13, 2004. Lauren, an elemen
tary school teacher, serves as the
chair for the University's Alumni
and Parents Admission Program in
the New York-Westchester County
area. Eric is corporate controller for
B.R. Guest in New York City. The
family resides in Rye Brook, N.Y.
Tony Thompson, SI 99, is
president and CEO of St. Loui s
based Kwame Building Group,
which was ranked No. 34 on Ellgi
Ileerillg News Record's list of Top 40
Program Management Finns world
wide in 2004. The firm also ranked
No . 89 on the magazine's list of Top
100 Construction Managers-for-Fee .
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Lisa Alpern, FA 00 (fashion
design), a free-lance makeup artist
and hairstylist in New York City, is
founder and creative director of the
Web site BeautyPlusPower.com, an
online shopping directory for plus
size women. It is designed to add
style and substance to full-figured
young women who wear sizes 12
and up. It provides more than 500
unique listings for clothing in more
than 15 categories, ranging from
bUSiness casual to goth, bridal
gowns to costumes, and swimwear
to footwear.
Travis H. Brown, GR 00,
partner/owner of Gaines Brown
ConsuIting, a professional lobby
firm in Jefferson City, Mo., reports
that clients of the firm, begun
in 2002, now include the Monsanto
Company, the Kansas City Chiefs
Football Club, the Kansas City

Royals Baseball Club, the Missouri
Society of Anesthesiologists,
and the Missouri Biotechnology
Association.
Angel M. Garcia, LA 00, who
is in his third year of medical school
at the Universidad Autonoma de
Guadalajara (Mexico), and his wife,
Dana, also a medical student, plan
to relocate to Chicago, her home
town, after graduation.
Rebecca Goldstein, FA 00,
and David Silber were married on
Sept. 5, 2004, in Cincinnati. The
bridal party included several Uni
versity friends. The couple resides
outside Chicago in Ruffalo Grove,
Lll., where Rebecca is a graphiC
designer for a textbook-develop
ment firm and David is a senior
financia.l analyst for Abbott Labora
tories. E-mail: rebes929@yahoo.com
Lesley C Grantham, LA 00,
and Armistead Grandstaff were
married on Sept. 4, 2004, in
Nashville, Tenn . Lesley, who earned
a Master of Education degree from
VanderbiJt University in Nashville
in May 2003, is a reading specialist
at Martha O'Bryan Center, a social
service agency. The couple resides
in Nashville.
Alison Kirshner, LA 00,
recently completed a clerkship
with a federal judge and became
an associate in the litigation depart
ment of White & Case in New York
City. E-mail: akirshne@yahoo.com

Roxanne Kohlbrecher,
OT 00, and her husband, Craig
Kohlbrecher, OT 95, announce
the birth of their first child,
Madeline Claire, on Sept. 24,
2004. Roxanne is an occupational
therapist at Aviston (III.) Country
side Manor, and Craig is a program
manager at the Breese (111.) Caring
First Nursing Home.
..,

-- ---------- ~ -------------- --- - --- --------- -- ------------- -- ------------ - - --- --- ------- -. - --------------- - ------------ ~~ -------------- - -------------------------------------------_ ..--- --------------_ .

ClassMates

The ClassMates editor can be reached by mailing this form and also by fax and
electronic mail. By fax: (314) 935-8533. Bye-mail: classmates@aismail.wustl.edll. Send U.S. mail to: ClassMates,
Washington University in Sf. Louis, Campus Box 1086, One Brookings Drive, Sf. Louis, MO 63130-4899.

i
i

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _~_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __

I
Class year:. _ _ _ _ _ School or College:_ _____ __ ___ _

Phone:_ _ _ _ __ _ __ _

o Check here if this is a new address.
Please tell my classmates (use an additional sheet of paper if necessary):

I
!

I
!
1
i

i
!
i

i
44

WASH IN GTON UNI V ERS I TY IN ST. LOU I S

SPR IN G 2.005

I!

Preethi Krishnan, LA 00, is a
first-year resident at the University
of Kansas School of Medicine
Wichita Family Medicine Residency
Program at Via Christi Regional
Medical Center in Wichita, Kan.
Benjamin Looker, LA 00,
recently had his book, Point from
which creation begim, published
by the Missouri Historical Society
Press. It narrates the development
in St. LouiS of the Black Artists'
Group, a seminal arts collective
that nurtured African-American
experimentalists working in
theater, visual arts, dance, poetry,
and jazz.
Brigid Baier, EN 01, EN 01, of
Oak Park, III., teaches physics at
Fenwick High School there. She
completed the Access to Catholic
Education Program and earned a
master's degree in education from
the University of Notre Dame in
Notre Dame, Ind., and she has
hegun study for a master's degree
in physics from DePaul University
in Chicago. In 2003, she completed
the Chicago Marathon.
Erik Mace, FA 01, has been
promoted to junior art director at
Williams-Labadie, a pharmaceutical
advertising firm in Chicago.
Danica (Rodemich) Mathes,
LvV 01, was selected as one of
Missouri's "Up & Coming Lawyers"
by Missouri Lawyers Weeki), which
annually profiles 10 attorneys
under the age of 40 throughout the
state. Mathes is an attorney practic
ing in entertainment and intellec
tual property law with Blumenfeld,
Kaplan & Sandweiss in St. Louis
and is an adjunct professor of
entertainment law at the Univer
sity's School of Law. She serves on
the board of directors for St. Louis
Volunteer Lav.'Yers and Accoun
tants for the Arts, the st. Louis
Young Variety Board, and the
StarPolish.com Attorney Panel.
Also, she is a member of the
American Bar Association's Enter
tainment & Sports Law Forum.
Ronald Herd II, a.k.a.
R2C2H2, FA 02, created a picture
bOok based on the life and achieve
ments of Lt. James Reese EurOpe,
the famous ragtime/jalz band
leader of the legendary Harl em
Hellfightcrs Jazz Band of ""WI.
Herd also had a solo exhibition
from Oct. 7~Nov. 12,2004, at the
Tennessee Arts Commission Gallery
in NashVille.
Eugene A. Hillsman, BO 02,
has joined the Charles Stewart
Mott Foundation, based in Flint,
Mich., as a program assistant for
the Pathways Out of Poverty team .
In his new aSSignment, he is work
ing on the Improving Community
Education portfolio.
Alana Libow, LA 02, is spend
ing the ZOO4-D5 schOOl year in
Bolivia, thanks to receiving a
Fulbright grant. She was one of .

2.000 U.S. grantees in the foulbright
program, sponsored by the U.S.
Department of State in order to build
mutual understanding between the
people of the United States and the
rest of the world. Recipients are
selected on the basis of academic
or professional achievement and
demonstrated leadership potential.
Justin T. Noetzel, LA 02, is
working toward a master's degree
in medieval history at Marquette
University in Milwaukee. He plans
to enter a doctoral program in two
years and to teach history some day,
hopefully at the college level.
David Smalle, LA 02, has joined
the Walt Disney Company as mar
keting coordinator for the Muppets
Holding Company, the new business
unit charged with managing all, the
Muppets characters and entertain
ment properties.

Kristin R. Duvall, LA 03, who
recently moved back to Seattle to be
closer to her family, is working as
recruiting coordinator for Another
Source, the only employment
expeditor on the West Coast.
Nancy E. Faye, SW 03, who
resides in Henderson, Nev., is a
social worker in primary care and
the Women's Clinic for the Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs. For
another organization, sbe is a
part-time counselor for domestic
violence victims. She is working
toward receiving a clinical license.
Jining Ii, GB 03, who resides in
Shanghai, is looking for a new job
and traveling around China.
Colin Mulligan, GR 03 (inter
national affairs), recently finished
a round-the-world trip. foor a year,
beginning on Aug. 15, 2003, he
traveled through Eastern and

Northern Eumpe; across Southeast
Africa to the United Arab Emirates,
Oman, and Iran; and to CWna,
Laos, Nepal, Thailand, and Tibet.
Now in St. Louis, he is working on
a book chronicling his experiences.
Wendy L. Nunez, SW 03, of
Lapwai, Idaho, is senior program
speCialist for the NezPerce Tribe's
early childhood development
program and is vice chair of the
Tribal General Council resolutions
committee.
Andrea D. Ugent, lA 03, has
been reSiding in New Zealand since
graduation.
Lori Apfel, LA 04, has moved to
New York City, where she is study
ing for a master's degree through the
Graduate School of Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation at
Columbia University in New York
City. E-mail: LoriA@wustl.edu

Hanna B. Blum, LA 04, is a
medical student at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore.
Micah L. Brill, BU 04, traveled
throughout Southeast Asia last
summer through November.
Mauricio Bruce, LA 04, is
assistant director of admissions for
Washington University.
Brian W. Buntaine, GM 04, a
research and development scientist
at Si!,'lna-Aldrich Company in
St. Louis, resides with his family in
St. John, Mo. The family includes
son, Alex, born Aug. 30, 2003; and
another son is on the way.
Eric Dienstfrey, LA 04, wrote
and directed She~s Hideous!, a musi
cal comedy set in Vienna in the
1920s that tells an absurdist story
about the chance meeting of a
reclusive Expressionist painter with
the ugliest woman in the world.

-
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Full-Court 'Press'

T

here exists, for those who
have found it, a "press
box" for NCAA basketball
that offers unlimited seating.
The address: CoiIegehoops
net.com. The host: 23-year-old
Shawn Siegel, A.B. '03. His visi
tors: 10,000 daily fans hungry
for sharp commentary, compre
hensive rankings, inside inter
views, quirky features, and
passionate company with whom
to watch each season unfold.
Growing tremendously
in its third year, Collegehoops
net.com (CHN) was born when
Siegel interned with the New
Jersey Nets during his freshman
year in college, pitching in on
the redesign of the team's Web
site. "From that experience, I
became fascinated with Web
sites, and I've always liked
basketball and writing," he
says. "So I thought it would
be a perfect venture to create
my own site."
Not that it was a booming
business from the start. "It
was really more of a hobby at
first, " Siegel says. "I didn't
know much about Web design
beforehand, so I just read some
articles online and built (the
site! for my own personal
purposes. But when I realized,
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'Oh, people like this, and it's
getting a good amount of Web
traffic: I thought I might as
well turn it into something
more substantial."
Meanwhile, Siegel was
busy at another substantial
venture: college. Like a
resourceful entrepreneur, he
made use of the materials in
front of him, interviewing
Washington University athletes
for content and garnering
support from professors.
After graduation, Siegel
took a year off, moved back
to New Jersey, and worked on
CHN full time. He incorporated
the venture and worked as
writer, editor, page deSigner,
and ad rep. "I'd wake up in
the morning and work on the
Web site until I went to sleep,"
he says. "I knew at the time
that I would be returning to
Washington University for law
school the following fall, so
I tried to get as much done
during that year-so I would
have time while in school to
focus on my studies."
His efforts, induding
spreading the word via message
boards, press releases, and
search engines, paid off. "Every
day, every week, I'd check the

site's Web traffic,"
~
Siegel remembers,
"and it seemed
to be growing con
tinuously."
As the site grew,
it developed its own
voice, providing
visitors content they
couldn't get elsewhere: the
DCI, or Dan Curry Index, a
creatively scientific system
that ranks hoops teams from
best to worst; columns such as
the off-the-cuff 'Daily Dribble';
and special polls such as the
Unheralded Player and the
Spirit Awards.
Assisting Siegel in this
growth has been a stable
group of 30 writers-aspiring
and established-as well as
the 500 members of the
CHN Message Board, who
post ponderings and pro
nouncements on seemingly
every team and topic.
For Siegel-who may follow
law school with work in a
sports league or as an agent
the foremost challenges have
been time, finanCially feasible
publicity efforts, and "trying
to gain respect against other
newspapers or publications
for legitimacy."
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Shawn Siegel is the creator of a
popular college basketball Web site:
Collegehoopsnet. com.
Steadily, this is happening.
CHN is gaining attention
across the country, and its
visitor count grew 300 percent
from fall 2003 to fall 2004.
Siegel expects the number of
visitors to reach 25,000 a day
during March Madness 200S.
Meanwhile, with the work
come the benefits-radio gigs,
free tickets, a prime view of
the court. However, Siegel,
like those he writes about,
only has so much time on
the clock.
"At law school," Siegel
says, "I don't have the time
to take advantage of a lot of
the perks."
For more information,
please e-mail: collegehoops
net("laol.com.
-Stephen Scllenkellberg
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New Line Theatre p resented the
play in October 2004 at the ArtLoft
Thea tre in St. Louis.
Krisena M. Fell, LA 04 , is in
her first yea r at Harvard School of
Denta l Medicine in Bosto n.
ChristinaJ. Henslee, FA 04,
who received an art scholarship
when she grad uated, now res id es
in Berlin.
Stacy N.Jeffries, LA 04, is
working to combat illiteracy in the
Washi n gton, D.C., Public Schools
by sewi n g on the Serve DC CYCLE
(C ity Year's Ca mpaign fo r Literacy
and Edu cation) Tea m.
Corey E. Jones, LA 04, is pursu
ing a Master of Fine Arts degree in
acting from the University of Texas
in Aust in . He says, "(I) have good
health, (am) lovin g life, a nd would
love to catch up with some old
classmates. " E-ma il : cejoncs23@
yahoo.com
William H. Joyce, LW 04, has
joined St. Louis law firm Lathrop &
Gage as a n associate and will con
centrate his practi ce in business
litigation law. At the University, he
was a Da nfort h Scholar and associ
ate edito r fo r the Washingtoll Univer
sity !ol/mal ufLaw and Policy.
ThomasJ. Keating, LW 04, is
a n associate with law firm Husch &
Eppenberger in St. Louis, where h e
practices in th e intellectual prop
erty/patent law group. Tom and his
wife, Heather. and their three sons
recently moved to a new home in
University City.
Andrew M. Lippa, LA 04. is
in his first yea r o f the M.D./Ph.D.
Program in the cell and molecular
bio logy graduate group fo r the
School of Medicine of the Unive r
sity of Pennsylvan ia in PhUadelphia.
Lauren R. Mark, LA 04. is
working towa rd a ma ster's d egree
in dance.
Jacqueline S. Martsolf, LA 04.
who resides in Morrilton. Ark .• is
raising Katahdin hair sheep and
Gloucester Old Spot p igs o n pasture
o n Petit Jean Mountain. and sh e is
d irect-marketing mea t at the Little
Rock Farmers' Market. She a lso is
the chi ldren 's librarian at the
cou o ty library, running programs
for ch ildren and young adults. Last
rail she taught basic gra mmar and
compositio n classes at the local
commun ity college.
Sarah E. Polenska, LA 04, says
she is "h an ging at home here in
Madison. working at a bank. going
to school ror massage therapy.
Those are my plans for the next
yea r. After t hat. who knows?"
Lindsay D. Puckett, LW 04. is
associa te attorney at Burke. Williams.
& Sorensen in Los Angeles.
Jacob A. Sepmeyer, EN 04, is
in medical school a t Vanderbilt
University in Nash vil le.
Marc R. Zornes, BU 04. has
begun the business analyst program
a t C&S Wholesale Grocers, based in
Keene. N.H.
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In Memoriam
19305
Ellen Jane (Freund) Schwartz,
LA 34; 12/04
Margaret (G raves) Boerner, NU 36;
12/04
Robe rt L. Heritage. LA 36; 11/04
Elizabeth An n e Uarvis) Molier,
LA 36; 11 /04
Ewald H. Paulsmeyer, DE 36; 12/04
Thomas S. Boozer, MD 37; 10/04
T heodoric k M. Knobel. EN 37;
11/04
Russell). Se ibert, LA 37, GR 38;
11 /04
Phyllis Ann (G radwohI) Co hen,
LA 39; 10/04
Jane (Kelly) Mowrey. UC 39; 12/04
19401
John A. Logan. EN 40; 11 /04
Markley S. Binzel. EN 41. S153;
12/04
Alexande r Ell ma n , MD 41 ; 6/04
Sara I. (Dowson ) Prestwood. NU 41;
10/04
Margaret L. Ca riss. NU 42. MD 50;
1/05
T helma Marion (Gidda n) Frost.
BU 42. SW 63; 12/04
Helen tran ces (Williams)
Kannapell, UC 42; 1/05
Frank L. Nickerson . BU 42. LW 42;
9/04
Helen (Goerts) Biede nstei n. LA 43;
12/04
Marguerite A. Je rzewiak. UC 43.
GR 50; 12/04
Frank G. Kirtz. LA 43, GR 44; 1/05
Stanley W. Moore. Ml) 43; 6/04
He nry E Nied ringhaus III. EN 44;
12/04
Marion (Slee) C la rk, NU 45; 11/04
Margaret H. (Clare) Griffin. I'T 45,
GR 5 1; 1/05
Richard E. Musser. MD 45; 4/04
A. Hal T hatcher, MD 45; 8/04
Malcolm E. MarUs. DE 46; 12/04
Ivan Chodins, E 47; 12/04
Elsa Katherine (Muen ch ) Hunstein.
LA 47; 12/04
Gil bert C. Pauls. EN 47; 9/04
John D. Steele, LW 47; 11 /04
Chapl ain (Col.) Paul Tomasovic.
GR 4 7; 11 /04
Jean Eilee n (Schm at) Brackney.
BU 48; 1/05
Jo hn R. Gibbons. BU 48; 11/04
Melvin Goldstei n, BU 48; 12/04
Monroe D. Levy. LA 48; 11/04
Marion E. St. John, GR 48; 8/04
Ethel P. Swengel. SW 48; 3/04
Jonathan Townsend. GR 48. GR 5 1;
11 /04
Sh irley An n (Mechling) "Verline,
BU 48; 1/05
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Susan (Fawcett) Woolsey. NU 48;
10/04
Robert Lee " Bob" Hoffman, LA 49;
12/04
Rev. Louis V. Huber, SW 49; 11 /04
Herbert A. Mack. BU 49. LW 53;
12/04
George W. Martin, Jr. , EN 49; 8/04
19505
Lawrence L. Bierman, BU 50; 12/04
Paul S. Dobinsky, LA 50; 12/04
Allan Glubok, BU SO. GB 69; 11/04
Freel B. Kallmayer. BU 50; 11 /04
Elsa G. Knudsen. FA 50; 12/04
Patricia (Brown) McKinley, LA 50;
11 /04
Wa llace N. Springer. Jr. , LW 50;
10/04
Robert D. Stanza. Sr.. LA 50, GB 56;
11/04
Albert HJvl. C hang. LA 5 1; 12/04
Elaine Mutrux. FA 51; 1/05
William D. Wells. UC 51. GR 64;
1/04
Jonathan c. Messerli, GR 52; 11 /04
Phyllis L. Rodgers, UC 52; 1/05
Dorothy G. (Donovan)
Schneeberger, LA 52; 12/04
). Pe rry Short. DE 52; 12/04
Stan ley Barban, G R 53; 12/04
Leonard H. Elliot t, El\' 53; 12/04
Laverne S. Erickson. MD 53; 11/04
William R. Kohn. FA 53; 11/04
Robert B. Ryan, UC 53; 11 /04
Irvin Schneider, LA 53; 12/04
Bruce A. Wetteroth. LA 53. GR 58;
.11/04
Helen C. (Th orougb man) Cruce.
UC 54; 12/04
.I. Warren Ferguso n. BU 54; 12/04
Lester Harris, SW 54; 12/04
Robert E. Kimpling, LA 54. GR 57;
10/04
Treadway C. Parker. I.A 55, GR 57;
4/04
joseph A. Sacco. UC 55; 8/04
Richard A. Stumpe. GB 55, UC 60;
1/05
Louise D. Fairchild. SW 56; 10/04
Paul C. Reinhard. UC 56; 1/05
Bonnie Shure. l.A 56; 1/05
Ida (Wil son ) Simms, GR 57; 1/05
Vivian E. Heida. UC 59; 1/05
Bruce E. Woodruff, LW 59; 11 /04
19605
Gene). Carron, SI 60, SI 63; 1/05
Lawrence Moser. UC 60, GB 66;
12/04
Teresa Muelle r. LA 61; 2/04
Ma ry Sto ne, FA 6 1; 4/04
Ga ry M. Corbett. LA 64; 1/0S
Robert J. Curfman. UC 64; 12/04
Shirley Lampe, G R 65; 12/04
Jacob Szapszewicz. UC 65; 10/04

G lynn R. Boswell. UC 66; 1/05
Jay Ellio tt Loeb, BU 66; 8/04
Joseph E. Pasto r, FA 68; 11/04
19705
David W. Bergm an n, BU 71. G B 72;
12/04
John David Halverson, HS 73; 1/05
Donald Paul Elde rs. GB 77; 12/04
Marny Muir. GR 77; 12/04
Bru ce Robert Johnson, MD 79; 11 /04

1980s
james Earl Bryan, LA 80; 12/04
19905
Amy L. Van Dornelen. GB 90; 10/04
William W. Woods, GM 92; 12/04
Jerilyn Lipe-Landsbaum, LW 95;
12/04

Correction
The ed itors sincerely regret
mistakenly listing Avery B.
Seidel. BU 55, in the winter
2004 issue's "In Memoriam"
section. It was his wife. Estelle
Ruth (Roufa) Seidel, BU 55,
who died in August 2004.

In Remembrance
lois J. Eliot
LOisjameson Eliot. who focused
much o f her life as a supporter.
adviser. a nd helpmate to her
husba nd-Thomas Hopkinson Elio t .
12th chancellor o f Washington
Un ivcrsity--{j ied in her sleep o n
December 14. 2004, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. She was 92.
"She was the on e with the
socia l ski lls," says h er daughter.
Na ncy Eliot Ulett. of Bar Ha rbo ur,
Maine. "While Dad ran the Univer
sity. sh e ran the househ o ld sch edule.
wh ich might include anyth ing from
a sma ll afternoon facul ty wives' tea
to a full sit-down di nner with the
prime minister of Singapore and
his entire entourage, includ ing
bodyguards and secret service.
And she managed to do this with
complete grace and unflappabili ty."
Born in Rochester. New York,
Eliot graduated from Smith College
in 1933. President of her graduating
class for decades, she was an avid
learner and world traveler. Eliot and
h er husband-who was from an o ld
New England family that includ,' d
University co-founder William
Greenlea f Elio t and poet T.S. Eliot
m et when she was a secretary and
h e. a gradua te o f Harvard University
in Ca mbridge. was an attorney in
Washington. D.C. Her considerable
social skills were pu t to good use as
h er husband helped draft President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's "New Deal"

Social Security Act and assisted in
steering it th;ough Congress, as
well as running for Congress three
times and serving one term as a
U.S. representative.
In 1952, when he became a
professor of political science at
Washington University, the family
moved to SI. Louis, and in 1962 he
became chancellor. He was consid
ered a key figure in elevating the
University to national prominence.
As chancellor from 1962- 71, he
weathered the campus uprising of
the Vietnam War era.
Afterward, the couple returned
to Cambridge, where he assumed
the presidency of the Salzburg
Seminar in American Studies,
which took the couple to Salzburg,
Austria, ior several months yearly.
Later, the couple co-authored The
History of the Salzburg Seminar: The
First 40 Years.

In addition to her daughter, Lois
Eliot is survived by her son, Samuel
Atkins Eliot IV; four grandchildren;
and many nieces and nephews.

William Roth Kohn
William Roth Kohn, B.F.A. '53,
proiessor emeritus of painting, who
was a revered teacher and one of
St. Louis' most respected painters,
died November 13, 2004, of cancer
at his home in St. Louis. He was 73.
A native oi University City,
Kohn was known for large, colorful

frt

landscapes based on his travels
around the world. Suhjects over the
years ranged from the small towns
of Andalusia to Chicago city-scapes;
Grand Canyon rock formations;
the pyramids in Oaxaca, Mexico;
the sandstone fortress of jaisalmer,
in India's 'rhar Desert; and, most
recently, Filippo RrunelJesch.i's
famous cathedral, the Duomo, in
Florence, Italy.
After studying printmaking in
Paris, serving in Europe with the
U.S. Army, and studying Spanish
in Mexico City, he earned a master's
degree from Mills College in
Oakland, California. In 1963, he
joined the School of Art faculty at
Washington University, where he
remained until retirement in 1996.
His work has been featured in
one-person shows and is included
in numerous public and private
collections. In 2002, he received
the Missouri Arts Award, the state's
highest honor for achievement in
the arts.
Survivors include his mother,
Dorothy Feinstein; his wife, Patricia
Kahn; d son; a daughter; and a
brother.

Susan Irene Tolman
Susan Irene (Robertson) Tolman,
wife of the late Carl Tolman,
iormer chancellor, dean, and
professor at Washington University,
died October 23, 2004, of heart

failure at her home in Kirkwood,
Missouri, a St. Louis suburb.
She was 99.
Tolman, born in Manitoba,
Canada, came to St. Louis in 1927,
the year her husband, also from
Canada, became an assistant pro
fessor of geology at the University.
Family members and others agree
that, during 67 years of marriage,
she performed the role of chancel
lor's wife, science attache's wife, and
scholarship donor with grace and
generosity. (Tolman's husband,
who was chancellor in 1961-62,
served 68 years at the University)
Intent on providing educational
opportunities, Tolman tutored
international students learning
English, played an important role
in the Universitv's Woman's Fac
ulty Club for 68' years, co-founded
the University's nursery school,
and helped establish scholarships.
She was a 75-year, charter member
of Chapter FK of the P.E.O. Sister
hood, an international women's
society, which supports the promo
tion of educational opportunities
for women. She also was a devoted
member of two 51. Louis area
congregations-First Congrega
tional Church of St. Louis-United
Church of Christ and later the
St. Lucas United Church of Christ.
She is survived by two daugh
ters, seven grandchildren, anti 11
great-grandchildren.

Soren Albert IJ AI" Toroian
Soren Albert "AI" Toroian, director
of Washington University's news
office for nearlv two decades, died
November 23, 2004, from complica
tions of pneumonia at the Life Care
Center in St. Louis. He was 80.
The son of Armenian immigrants
who grew up in St. Louis' 8aden
area, he dropped out of high school
as a freshman, but, a decade later,
he earned a Bachelor 0.1 Journalism
degree from the University of
Missouri in Columbia. He went
into public relations, and, over
nearly a half-century, he became
one of St. Louis' hest-known and
beloved PR practitioners.
He started out doing public
relations for the National Society
of Public Accountants, and then
started his own public relations
business, followed by working
for such railroads as the Missouri
Pacific aDd Wabash.
In 1961, Toroian began his
12 years as a vice president and
account executive for Winius
Brandon advertising and public
relations agency, and then did a
stint with the Missouri Botanical
Garden. Toroian came to the
University in 1977, where he
stayed until his retirement in 1994.
Survivors include two daughters,
his former wife, and a grandson.

U~S. Poet Laureate Mona Van Duyn Dies at 83 (6

ona Van Duyn was a
poet who found mean
ing in everyday life. A
former instructor in
the Department of English in
Arts & Sciences, a Pulitzer 'Prize
winner, and the nation's first
female Poet Laureate, she died
December 1, 2004, of bone can
cer at her home in University
City, Missouri. She was 83.
Van Duyn (pronounced
"Van Dine") was raised in
Eldora, a small town in north
eastern Iowa, just west of
Waterloo, where she was born.
She started writing at age 5,
and, when in second grade,
her first published poem
appeared in her school's news
paper. Her mother and her
father, a onetime farmer who
ran a filling station, offered
little encouragement.
She won a scholarship to
attend Iowa State Teachers
College (now the University of
Northern Iowa) in the Cedar
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falls/Waterloo area, from which
she graduated in 1942. She
went on to earn a master's
degree in writing from the
University of Iowa in Iowa City
in 1943, the year she married
fellow writing student Jarvis
Thurston, now professor
emeritus and former chair
of VVashington University's
English department.
In 1947, while teaching at
the University of Louisville
(Kentucky), the two founded

Perspective: A Quarterly of'
Literature. They brought the
magazine with them when they
settled in St. Louis in 1950 to
begin teaChing at VVashington
University. (The magazine
ceased publication in 1975.) In
1971, she received an Honorary
Doctor of Letters degree from
Washington University.
Van Duyn's first volume of
poetry, Valmtines to tile Wide
World, was published in 1959.
"Her poetry begins domestic

and ends universal," her late
friend and equally renowned
poet Howard Nemerov, the
Edward Mallinckrodt
Distinguished University
Professor Emeritus of English
in Arts & Sciences, once said.
Her second volume, To See, To
Take, won the National Book
Award for Poetry in 1971. In it
she interwove religious and
mythological themes, like
divine and human love and
the violence of love, with less
exalted topiCS.
Though she won numerous
awards, she did not reach
widespread public recognition
untiJ she was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize in poetry in
1991, at the age of 70, for her
seventh book, Neal' Challses
(Knopf, 1990). The following
year she became the sixth
poet and the first woman
named U.S. Poe t Laureate,
an eight-month position
created in 1985.
SPRIN G 2005
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and final book,

Selected Poems, which includes
nearly half of the poems pub
lished in her previous eight
volumes, was published in 2002.
Sbe is survived by Thurston,
her husband of 61 years.
frOID Postcards From Cape

Split:
Why 11111 1 dazzled?
It is only aI/other IWl1l est.
The world blooms
and we all bend and
bring from ground and
sea alld mind
its l-zandsOille harvests.
-MOllll Vall U/I)'II
A plaque bearing the above
words was hung in recognition
of Mona Van Duyn, by coinci
dence, on December 1, 2004,
the day she died. It hangs
outside Duncker Hall, home
of the Department of English,
next to one honoring the
University'S other U.S. Poet
Laureate, Howard Nemerov.
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on Strom frequently describes the campus
community as a "family." Perhaps that's
because, ilS the father of four, including a recent
Washington University graduate, Strom feels a
personal connection to the students and their parents.
As chief of the Washington University Police
Department (WUPD), the idea of building community
partnerships is central to his professional prulosophy.
He believes that when people think their police officers
share a sense of ownership in the community, citizens
and police cooperate more fully.
"People have to see that we're not apart from but a
part of the community," Strom says. "My role is to build
upon the strengths and professionalism of the people
in the department, while at the same time ensuring that
we are engaged in interacting with our campus partners

as much as we possibly can. We've enhanced
our communication with core groups like
Residential Life and others, meeting with them
on a regular basis, responding to events immedi
ately when they occur, and also identifying and
proactively dealing with some potential bumps
in the road ahead."
Strom came to Washington University in
February 2000 with 20 years of law enforcement
experience, having worked his way up from
patrolman to detective to cruef of the Carbondale
(Illinois) Police Department, a position he held
for nearly eight years. He also served as the
inspeCtor general for the Illinois Secretary of
State's Office, working with federal investigators
to root out corruption and investigate charges
of obstruction of justice.
In Carbondale, home to Southern Illinois
University, Strom gained valuable experience
serving the needs of students and schools. He also
helped establish several community partnerships,
including a police chaplain program.
A graduate of both the FBI National Academy
in Quantico, Virginia, and the Southern Police Institute
at the University of Louisville, Strom has been active in
numerous law enforcement organizations, including the
International Association of Chiefs of Police.
Although university police departments are not uncom
mon, Strom must frequently confront misconceptions about
the role of the WUPD, whose officers possess the same
authority as municipal police officers.
"People don't always understand that this is a police
department as opposed to a security staff," he says. "Our
officers are highly trained professionals who are certified
in the State of Missouri. The University has made an
important commitment to employ people with a high level
of training and expertise. It's just another in the fantastic
array of services Washington University offers in support
of its community."
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Because the University's Hilltop Campus is geographic
ally located within four different police venues (St. Louis
County and City, University City, and the City of Clayton),
WUPD must maintain close ties with neighboring depart
ments. Even so, many in area law enforcement had never
worked with WUPD prior to the October 2004 presidential
debate, which had even tighter security than the two
previous debates hosted by Washington University.
"Certainly the presidential debate was a challenge,"
Strom says. "It was also an opportunity for us as an
organization to grow. I think one of the nicest outcomes
is a new level of respect for our agency from every law
enforcement agency in the region."
ne of Strom's goals for the department is to provide
advanced professional training and to encourage
officers to take advantage of the University's educa
tional opportunities.
"It's a challenge sometimes. We've tried to align our
shift rotation with the semesters to make it easier for
officers to take classes," he says. "We're also working on
building a crisis intervention team and providing enhanced
training for our officers regarding mental-health issues.
I think it's an area in which officers have been highly
under-trained, yet they deal with these issues almost daily
in one capacity or another.
"Another big challenge is continuing to attract highly
skilled people who are caring, compassionate, and sensitive,
and who are interested in working in this environment,
because not every police officer is," he continues. "I'm
always excited when officers come to us who are already
parents because I think they have an appreciation for some
of the issues that young people and families confront here.
For many families this is the first parent-child break, and
parents are looking for us to watch over their children.
That's quite different from what people expect from their
localla"venforcement."
Serving a population that changes yearly and overturns
roughly every four years brings the constant challenge of
having to re-educate a relatively naive community about
safety and security issues. Teaching students how to
prevent crimes of opportunity is a primary objective. Strom
also works to improve campus security by implementing
new philosophies and programs such as Crime Prevention
Through Environmental Design, which focuses on building
and landscaping to provide better light and visibility
around entrances and walkways and reducing shadows
where someone might hide .
"Mom and dad may be thousands of miles from here,
so what occurs on our campus needs to be this large
extension of family," Strom says. "Quite frankly, I think
families sense that when they come here, and I like being
a part of that." @:0
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Terri McC lain is a free·l ance writ er based in 5t. Charles, Missouri.

Peer Review
"I've worked with Don quite closely. His values
show through in his work-serving others,
being proactive, doing what is best for
students, and providing a safe and secure
environment. He's incredibly collaborative,
and he's also innovative-his department
has implemented a number of programs that
benefit students. And I think his attitudes rub
off on his officers, because they have built
great rapport with the students."
-Jill Carnaghi, Assistant Vice Chancellor of
Students/Director of Campus Life

UD on Strom is a trusted and admired colleague.
The professionalism and dedication he has
brought to campus have without a doubt
made Washington University a safer and better
place. He understands well the crucial role
campus police play in the lives of our students,
and in that regard he is an educator. And as
I learned working closely with him on the
planning of two presidential debates, he is a
chief who has earned the respect of security
professionals from around the country. We
couldn't be in better hands."
-Steve Givens, Assistant to the Chancellor
"Don is a consummate professional who has
significantly improved the safety and security
programs both on the Hilltop Campus and
in neighborhoods where a number of our
students reside . He cares deeply about the
University community, and he is one of the
most dedicated employees I have ever had
the opportunity to work with ."
-Steve Hoffner, Executive Vice President,
Quadrangle Housing Company
U

A n excellent contributor to the safety and
security of our community, Don Strom and the
team he leads are disciplined and helpful in all
ways imaginable. His special leadership and
dedication during the time of the presidential
debate were extraordinary. During most times
things are just 'routine,' but we can depend on
Don to keep things going well and responding
promptly and effectively when emergencies
arise. I am grateful to him for his exceptional
commitment to the University and preserving
its sense of community."
-Mark Wrighton, Chancellor
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